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2013 was a year of success and steady achievements for the students of Mount Hawthorn Primary School, supported by the 
commitment of staff and strong community partnerships. In this, the second year of the implementation of our Business Plan, 
we looked closely at our performance against our articulated vision for our school 
community ‘to provide a safe, caring and stimulating environment where all of our 
students are supported and challenged to achieve their potential’. We can clearly 
see evidence of this as we reflect on our achievements. 

As in previous years, our students achieved well in all areas of national testing with 
a number of our departing Year 7 students earning recognition through offers of 
entry into specialist gifted and talented programs and eight gaining entry into high 
performance learning programs in secondary education. 

The talents of our School of Instrumental Music (SIM) students as well as 
members of the band, choir and orchestra who performed at a variety of concerts 
community events and competitions. 

Our students’ commitment to sporting events where they gave their absolute 
best, was surpassed only by their amazing sportsmanship and teamwork. These 
qualities demonstrate our commitment to, and adoption of the school’s values. 
It has also been pleasing to see the wide range of activities our students have 
experienced. 

One of the many highlights in my role as Principal is meeting past students who 
are excelling in their secondary academic, sporting, music, art and drama studies. 
These achievements are a reflection of the grounding and opportunities they have 
received at MHPS.

Again we celebrate the wonderful partnerships that exist within our school 
community. The work of our many parents who volunteer their time and expertise 
are appreciated and valued by all the staff. The Fair was another outstanding 
success which is so much more than a fund raiser for school as it reinforces that 
our school is the hub of the local community. 

In a time of educational reform and budgetary constraints we will continue to work 
with the community to ensure Mount Hawthorn remains a school of choice.  

We look forward to the challenges ahead with confidence.

Dale Mackesey 

From the Principal
Dale Mackesey, Principal

1 KILLARNEY STREET, MOUNT HAWTHORN WA 6016 / PH (08) 9242 3677 / WWW.MOUNTHAWTHORNPS.WA.EDU.AU



The children of Kindy Purple have been studying the 
prehistoric world, Just like all our themes we immersed 
ourselves in 
many children’s 
books both 
fiction and non 
fiction, performed 
lots of music 
and movement 
activities and set 
up a number of 
play scenarios 
around the room. 
Our favourite 
dinosaur book is 
Dinosaurs Love 
U n d e r p a n t s . 
While studying 
the science of fossils we made some cheesy trilobite tasties 
and some dinosaur fossils out of play dough and coloured 
pasta. We also made our own volcanoes. We do a lot of 
cooking in kindy but this was one creation we could not 
eat. We mixed bicarbonate of soda, red food colouring and 
vinegar to make a foaming eruption. Lastly we used all our 
creative energy to make flying Pterodactyls, finger painted 
Triceratops and Prehistoric chalk drawings and paintings.  

Purple Prehistoric
Kindy Purple, Mrs Jacquard

Puppets are a big 
part of learning for 
Kindy Blue and 
Yellow. So too 
is phonological 
a w a r e n e s s , 
including rhyme. 
So, we made 
our own rhyming 
puppets! The 
puppets are very 

clever - if you give them a word, they can tell you a whole 
lot of words which rhyme. The rhyming puppets can even 
make up crazy words! Rhyme awareness is an essential 
early childhood skill and a critical pre-requisite for learning to 
read. Children need to learn to both recognise and produce 
rhyme. Through our rhyming puppets we are having great 
fun and learning 
to read at the 
same time. When 
activities are 
fun, engaging 
and interactive 
learning is at its 
best!

Puppet Play
Kindy Yellow & Blue, Mrs Smart

The Mt Hawthorn Primary School and the Mt Hawthorn Education Support Centre achieved Independent Public School status 
at the end of 2011 and are served by a joint school council known as the Mount Hawthorn Primary Schools Board.  The Board is 
made up of 11 members and includes the Principals of each school, 5 x parent reps, 3 x staff reps and 1 x P & C representative.  
With the exception of the Principals, members are elected annually to the Board by the community they represent.
The Board’s role is to help the Schools deliver a quality education experience to our children by:

• establishing and reviewing the goals, priorities and policies of the schools;
• planning for and approving school budgets;
• evaluating the performance of our schools in achieving the goals set; and
• promoting our schools within community.

The Board has had a busy year in 2013, a year which saw the retirement of long term Board members Jodi Taylor and Yvonne 
Leonzini.  The contribution to the campus community made by Jodi and Yvonne has been fantastic and on your behalf, I would 
like to sincerely thank them both. I would also like to acknowledge Val Robson, a long time supported of the canteen who was 
awarded a Board Commendation for her dedication. Some of the things we have been working on this year include:

• Working closely with local member Eleni Evangel, MLA to ensure the government’s pre-election commitment of $1.25 
dollars was delivered to the campus in full;

• Conducting an exhaustive consultation process (led by Shari McKeown) which culminated in the Board issuing a revised 
Dress Code;

• Working with the City of Vincent to explore options regarding use of the community hall;
• Monitoring the current building program at the campus which will see a new undercover area in the senior school 

playground and resurfacing of the Matlock Street basketball courts;
• Working on strategies to assist the schools to deal with rising enrolments;
• Monitoring the budgets for the schools;
• Approving contributions and charges for 2014;
• Reviewing school performance data and setting goals and priorities for 2014; and
• Review of school policies including reporting to parents and behaviour management strategies.

Members of the community are warmly invited to the Board’s first meeting for 2014 which will be held in the Harbeck Centre on 
Wednesday, 26 February 2014 starting at 7.00 pm.

Schools Board
Michael Jenkin, Chair



In 2013 our new offsite Kindy facility was upgraded to 
accommodate more children. In the first term we enjoyed 
watching the diggers and trucks build our new grassed 
area and awesome bike track. 

We love to play outside on the wobble bridge, socialise 
with children from other kindy groups and build with the 
giant blocks.

Playtime
Kindy Green & Red, Miss Grace

As a part of Science Week we had a generous donation of crazy crabs to play with and observe for the week. The class enjoyed 
them so much that we adopted them to be our class pets for the remainder of the year. Students have enjoyed a variety of 
experiences with the crazy crabs; the highlight was watching one change into a larger shell and incorporating technology to 
create a video of it. This was an amazing experience as students and parents were able to see the whole body of a crazy crab.

Whilst having the crabs in our classroom students have had the opportunity to care for and nurture them. We have learnt how 
to feed them, how to make their water safe for drinking and how to give the crabs a salt bath. Students learnt about why they 

change their shells and that they can change shells 
several times until they find one they are happy 
with. We also learnt about safety when handling the 
crazy crabs.

At our class pet learning centre students have 
observed the crazy crabs and shells with magnifying 
glasses, created drawings, paintings and written 
information about them. Students have thoroughly 
enjoyed having the crazy crabs as pets and enjoy 

sharing them with their family and other classes that come to visit.

What an amazing year Team Orange have had so far! It’s hard to decide what has been the 
most fun – was it our Easter Egg Hunt, our Mother’s Day Deluxe Pampering Session?, our 
fantastic Science Week experiments or our brilliant Father’s Day evening where we were 
delighted with our Dad’s Disco’ing? 

No – do you know what we love the most? We love spending time with our Orange Team!!!!

Team Orange
Kindy Orange, Mrs Davidson

Crazy Crabs
Pre-primary, Room 16, Miss Ward 

We celebrated Science Week by asking the parents if they would like to 
be a “scientist” and share a lesson with the class.  The response was 
fantastic and we had two scientists everyday to share in amazing learning 
opportunities. These included a variety of topics on:

Science Fun
Pre-primary, Room 17, Ms Lawrence

• Solids, liquids and gases
• Dry ice experiments
• Gravity
• Electricity

• Floating and sinking
• Sports science
• Flight
• Crazy crabs

The week was filled with “ooohs and ahhhs”.  Who would have thought we 
could have so much fun with soapy water and a hunk of dry ice or watch a 
balloon expand by itself using created carbon dioxide gas. WOW!!!

We certainly had fun science experiments that featured hands on projects and activities to help bring the exciting world of 
science to life.  Everyone declared it was the best week EVER!!! 



Room 15 and 16 have been very busy creating our Earth friendly sustainable garden this year. Made out of recycled wooden 
reticulation crates sourced from a local irrigation company, our wicking beds have created a plethora of learning particularly 
Mathematics, Science and Literacy. 

A wicking bed is a garden bed with a waterproof lining that holds a catchment of 
water at the bottom from which water is drawn upwards like a wick to the surface 
of the bed via natural soil osmosis and through the roots of plants in the bed.
Our wicking beds contain special layers which help to self water our plants. Riley’s 
Dad, Shannon and Miss Ward from Room 16 helped us to put the wicking beds 
together by adding the legs and drilling the holes needed for drainage. Each of 
the beds contain a layer of plastic, a line of reticulation piping, weed matting, soil 
and compost. Our garden includes many seeds and plants from the children’s 
own backyard with the likes of strawberries, beans, peas, potatoes and poppies. 
The children have been actively involved in the care and maintenance of the 
garden and show great pride in the newly growing plants! The garden is continuing 
to grow and now has its own Pre-primary compost bins with some earthworms 
moving in too! So stay tuned and watch this space! 

Our Wicking Garden Bed
Pre-primary, Room 15, Miss Pizzino

Room 19 has had so much fun this semester exploring our theme of 
community helpers. Together, we have discovered what a community 
helper is and how they assist us in our everyday lives.
We have had so much fun learning about what different community 
helpers do, wear and have to help them do their job. We have also been 
so lucky to have visits from rangers, a nurse, ambulance officers and a 
builder, who showed us what it would be like to have a job like theirs. 
Through our endless fun, excitement and hands on activities, we have 
come to discover that there are so many wonderful career opportunities 
out there just waiting for us! 

Community Helpers
Pre-primary/Year 1, Room 19, Miss Vearing

Nurse Sophie mending
Tia’s broken arm

Can we build it?
YES WE CAN!!

This semester we have been 
learning all about the ocean 
and sea life. We read the story 
of The Rainbow Fish and have 
been busy getting ready for our 
assembly based on this story. 
We have made our own rainbow 
fish and have been practising 
the virtues of friendliness, 
caring, courtesy, cooperation 
and forgiveness. Role playing 
the story has helped us to learn 
how to co-operate with each 
other, have patience, tolerance and courage. We have learnt how to write an information report and have many around our 
room, including The Green Sea Turtle, Starfish and Jellyfish. We have also learnt about poetry.

Sea Life
Year 1 Room 1, Mrs Psaltis-Watkins & Mrs Coote

We Love to Learn
 Pre-primary Room 18, Mrs Kerr

To celebrate the pre- primary’ Open Book’ night we created a large display of some of  the  
great learning that the children have experienced this year. The display contained a favourite 
piece of work, photos and quotes from the children. Room 18 has a strong commitment to 
nurturing critical and creative thinking and this was evidenced in the children’s reflections on 
their learning. Some examples are: “we are all champions, we learnt how to make books, 
we write so much we get better and better and better, we like to read, like to write, we like 
everything, everyone has lots of ideas, it is interesting. I love our learning.” 



This week we had Science Week at school and Krazy Karen came to our class. She showed us 
how to put the food colouring in the bowl and I did like the blue. Karen also showed us how to 
put the milk in the bowl and Stella was our corner leader. We made an xylophone and you can 
make one because you use cups.
I thought Priya’s mum was funny. Lyla
This week we had Science Week in the school and Kirsty and my Grandpa came into our class. 
She showed us how to pick up peas with a pointy paper clip. They told us to put the peas in a 
bowl and do it with one eye. We did it with one eye and two eyes and it was hard.  I thought it 
was good fun. Cooper
This week we had Science Week with Brian, at school, in our classroom. 
He showed us the fire extinguisher and he put in vinegar. Brian also put out the fire with the cup.
We watched Brian doing the experiment. 
I thought Science Week was fun. Noah

Science Week
Year 1, Room 3, Mrs Denniss

This year the children have embraced learning about 
the virtues and have relished the opportunity to express 
their own knowledge in our morning Virtues Sharing 
Circle.  The extent to which their understanding of the 
virtues is known can be found in a book of short stories, 
written collectively by the children, called “One Week 
Under the Sea.  An Understanding in Virtues.”  They 
had loads of fun thinking of adventures with happy 
endings.  During the writing of these tales it became 
clear to the children that the actions and reactions of 
the characters in the stories reflected the virtues they discuss on a regular basis.  A debate ensued and the children decided to 
attach the appropriate virtues to each story.  The “light bulb” moments were a pleasure to watch.  When the book was finished 
and printed, each child gave a copy to their father for Father’s Day with the dedication:  
“This book is dedicated to our fathers who teach us the virtues with kindness and love.”

Virtues Sharing Circle
Year 1, Room 4, Mrs Leonzini & Mrs Cromb

On Tuesday, the 20th August we had a fantastic 
morning because all the Year 1s went to the Loftus 
Library. We met Wendy Binks. She is the author and 
illustrator of Stripey the Emu books.
Stripey is a very cool character with feathers. 
Wendy likes emus and ostriches. She just likes them, 
I don’t know why but she just does.
She taught us a lot about emus because she knows 
a lot about them.
They are the second biggest bird in the world. She 
showed us an emu’s egg. The mum emu lays eggs 
and then the mum emu goes off for a holiday and the 
dad sits on the eggs. Do you know how he keeps the eggs warm? He uses his beak to flip the 
eggs over to keep them warm.
The dad emu flips the eggs over ten or twelve times a day.

Emu chicks can camouflage themselves from predators. An emu can run at 70 kms an hour. Wendy also taught us how to draw 
emus and cracked eggs. She showed us a better way to draw animals using shapes. At the end we drew a picture of an emu 
from shapes. I found it tricky for me.
I learned that books only have four colours and they are black, yellow, blue and magenta. They are printed with very small dots 
of those colours mixed together. You can’t see them. She told us she has a shop in Fremantle. Wendy showed us her shops 
in Fremantle.

Book Week
Year 1, Room 6, Mrs Emery



Western Australian Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2013 (NAPLAN)
In 2013 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students throughout Australia. The tables below indicate the 2013 
NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing and Numeracy. 
Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5, from Year 5 to 7 is based on student matching rather than 
cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the SEI (Socio Economic Index). The SEI is an index of socio-
economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, Aboriginality, family income and single parent family.
Proficiency Bands
Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing levels of skills and 
understandings.

YEAR 3
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

6-10 12% 21% 8% 41% 43% 21% 25% 19% 10% 18% 30% 16% 33% 40% 23%

5 38% 36% 20% 12% 21% 16% 57% 45% 32% 35% 29% 21% 24% 27% 21%

4 29% 27% 29% 27% 22% 24% 14% 24% 26% 27% 21% 24% 23% 19% 21%

3 15% 12% 25% 13% 10% 19% 5% 9% 20% 15% 14% 22% 10% 9% 17%

2 6% 3% 12% 5% 3% 15% 0% 2% 8% 4% 3% 8% 9% 4% 12%

1 0% 1% 5% 1% 1% 6% 0% 1% 4% 1% 2% 10% 1% 1% 7%

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 5
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

8-10 23% 22% 9% 26% 21% 10% 10% 10% 4% 6% 16% 7% 26% 27% 14%

7 23% 20% 11% 19% 29% 19% 23% 21% 12% 21% 27% 20% 32% 29% 20%

6 30% 29% 24% 31% 29% 28% 26% 30% 25% 37% 28% 28% 19% 23% 21%

5 16% 21% 28% 13% 16% 26% 34% 31% 36% 26% 21% 25% 18% 15% 24%

4 8% 7% 20% 10% 4% 13% 5% 5% 12% 6% 6% 10% 5% 5% 13%

1-3 0% 1% 8% 2% 0% 4% 3% 3% 11% 3% 2% 10% 0% 1% 8%

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 7
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

9-10 35% 35% 11% 16% 22% 8% 6% 12% 5% 10% 19% 8% 17% 28% 11%

8 34% 22% 14% 41% 29% 17% 30% 26% 13% 40% 33% 20% 35% 27% 17%

7 18% 23% 23% 22% 26% 24% 37% 25% 22% 29% 30% 29% 25% 21% 21%

6 10% 15% 28% 13% 18% 26% 16% 25% 27% 16% 13% 23% 11% 13% 20%

5 3% 3% 21% 8% 5% 18% 8% 10% 22% 6% 3% 12% 8% 9% 16%

1-4 0% 0% 4% 0% 1% 7% 3% 3% 10% 0% 1% 9% 3% 3% 15%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 



Western Australian Science and S & E Testing 2013 (WAMSE)
In 2013 testing took place in the Science and Society & Environment learning areas for all Year 5 and Year 7 students in all 
Western Australian schools. 

YEAR 5 SCIENCE

SCHOOL LIKE SCHOOLS

TOP 20% 39% 47%

MIDDLE 60% 54% 43%

BOTTOM 20% 7% 9%

YEAR 5 S & E

SCHOOL LIKE SCHOOLS

TOP 20% 46% 41%

MIDDLE 60% 49% 48%

BOTTOM 20% 5% 11%

YEAR 7 SCIENCE

SCHOOL LIKE SCHOOLS

TOP 20% 44% 45%

MIDDLE 60% 49% 45%

BOTTOM 20% 7% 9%

YEAR 7 S & E

SCHOOL LIKE SCHOOLS

TOP 20% 49% 46%

MIDDLE 60% 49% 46%

BOTTOM 20% 2% 8%

Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report grades. We 
collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to moderate student achievements 
with all primary students in Semester One. In all learning areas and all year levels MHPS compared favourably to other schools. 
This information could also be compared with NAPLAN results of similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will 
be available in 2014 using Semester 2 2013 report information.

Grade Distribution

Mount Hawthorn Primary School had 60 students in Year 7 
in 2013. 59 of those will attend Government High School in 
2014: 39 students to Churchlands  SHS, 10 to Mt. Lawley 
SHS, 4 to Perth Modern School, 3 to John Curtin College of 
the Arts, 1 to Shenton College, 1 to Hampton SHS and 1 to 
Ballajura Community College. 

Destination High Schools

Current staffing allocations for the MHPS are detailed in the 
table below. 

Staff Attendance and Retention Rate

National Reporting Requirements

NO. FTE

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Principals 1 1.0

Deputy Principals 4 2.5

Total Administration 5 3.5

TEACHING STAFF

Level 3 teachers 4 2.6

Teachers 50 34.1

Total Teaching Staff 54 36.7

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Clerical/Administrative 7 4.0

Gardening Maintenance 3 0.9

Other non-teaching staff 24 14.8

Total school support staff 234 19.7

TOTAL 93 59.9

All the teaching staff meet the requirements to teach in 
Western Australian schools and are registered with the 
Western Australian College of teaching.

Staff Qualifications

All teaching staff have engaged in professional learning 
linked to the system priorities and school priorities included: 
Australian Curriculum – Maths, Science, Geography, History, 
English, Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF), Medical 
Anaphylaxis and Epilepsy, Electronic Whiteboards, ICT.

Staff Professional Learning

The attendance rates for this year are not available until the 
conclusion of the school year. Further information regarding 
this data will be available on the school website Term 1 2014. 

Student Attendance Rates

Churchlands SHS, 39

2014 Destination Year 7 Students

John Curtin, 3

Mt Lawley SHS, 10

Hampton SHS, 1

Perth Modern School, 4

PLC, 1

Ballajura, 1

Shenton College, 1



During Term 2 Room 8 planned, designed and 
constructed the most amazing Mia Mias.
A Mia Mia is a temporary shelter made of bark, branches, 
leaves and grass and is used by some Indigenous 
Australians. 
Year 2 collected bags, sticks, twigs and bark from 
around the school environment and the local community. 
We had beautiful sunny weather and an abundance of 
materials on the day, so we invited our buddy class to 
participate in this technology activity.
On completing our Mia Mia constructions our buddy 
class invited us to join them in the senior computer lab. 
Through the use of the computers and lots of discussion 
with our buddies we reflected on the planning and construction process or our Mia Mia shelters. With assistance from our 
buddies we created amazing posters using Microsoft Office. We loved using clipart, word art and other applications on the 
computers.   “A fantastic afternoon was enjoyed by all!” 

Mia Mia Building - Aboriginal Studies
Year 2 Room 8, Mrs Breen

In Term 2 we visited Yanchep National Park. The excursion was part of our Geography, 
History and Science Programs. We visited Crystal Cave and learned about how it 
was formed. There were many stalactites and stalagmites which were created by 
water dripping through the limestone cave. In the aboriginal experience we learned 
about some of the artifacts and practices which form part of traditional aboriginal 
lifestyles. ‘Are Koala’s boring?’ developed an understanding of the ‘secret life’ of 

koalas and the incredible adaptations 
they have made to survive in the 
harsh Australian bush.

“On Monday the 20th May all of the 
Year 2 classes in Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School visited Yanchep 
National Park. We caught two 
Horizon’s West buses. When we got 
there we had lunch instead of recess 
and had some fun!” - Jack Bradshaw

“After we had a good play it was time 
to go to the Crystal Cave. The cave was dark, dusty and a little bit scary. The 
furthest you could go down in the cave was 19 metres. We saw a lot of dripping 
stalagmites and stalactites. Did you know the first person to enter the cave was a 
man called Henry?” - Maia Hoffman

“Next we went to the Aboriginal experience. We sat on 
logs covered with animal skins. A Noongar aboriginal 
man called Derrick played the didgeridoo.”- Rohan 
Dean

“He also taught us how to make a truck sound using 
the didgeridoo, how to make fire and how to dance 
like emus. I was one of the kids chosen to go out the 
front and act like an emu!”- Jack Bradshaw

Then we went to the “Are Koalas Boring?” I learned 
that male koalas have a bigger nose than female 
koalas.” - Maia Hoffman

“Yvette showed us a koala skull and koala poo, and 
a real koala called Milly. She is eighteen.” – Jack 
Bradshaw

“Sadly, after the “Are Koalas Boring?” we had to leave Yanchep national Park. So 
we got on the bus and headed back to school feeling very happy (and a little bit 
sleepy!).” – Maia Hoffman

Yanchep National Park
Year 2 Room 10, Mrs Hottes & Mrs Lewis

“Wow, what a week we had! Science 
week was outstanding in Year 2”.
Throughout Science week, we had 
many guest speakers and did heaps of 
experiments and activities!

We investigated how X-Rays are made, 
how the heart works, why oil and water 
don’t mix and even discovered many 
new things about coral reefs. We even 
got to see a rib bone of a blue whale, 
which none of us could believe how big 
it was.
Francis Harvey an ex- Mount Hawthorn 
student came and talked about the 
scientific discoveries she has made. 
At 14 years of age Francis discovered 
four new spider species which she 
named after her family members:Aname 
allenae, Aname marae, Aname mellosa 
and Aname aragog. With all the Year 
2 teachers we investigated so many 
parts of the curriculum; biological and 
chemical sciences, earth and space 
science and physical science which is 
a big focus for us this semester.  We 
participated in heaps of experiments 
including; “Ping- Pong Parachute”, 
“Making Mouse Rockets”, Making 
Tornadoes” and “Making Mega 
Structures”. We investigated air-
pressure, gravity, velocity, the push and 
pull theory and heaps more. 

Science Week
Year 2, Room 7, Mrs Scott & Mrs Lewis



Book Week is always an exciting time of the year for all students at Mt 
Hawthorn Primary School. The focus on books for the week is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to connect with local authors and view the 
wonderful displays of books in the Harbeck Centre. This year’s theme 
was “Reading across the Universe. The Book themes can be interpreted 
anyway you like for the annual Book Week Dress-Up Day and Parade. 
Room 11, Year 2 had a great time dressing up as Pippi Longstocking,  
Billie B. Brown, Go Girl, Rainbow Magic Fairy, AFL footballer, Ruby the 
Red Fairy, Alice in Wonderland, Silky from The Faraway Tree, Jawa from 
Star Wars, Mario, Captain Rex from Star Wars, Robinson Crusoe, The 
Naughtiest School Girl, Harry Potter , Miss Trunchbull from Matilda, The 
Cat in the Hat, Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge and Hot Stuff
Congratulations to each child in Room 11 who did an excellent job of 
choosing their favourite characters to dress up as and to their parents who put the costumes together making it a successful 
and memorable day showcased the joy to be found in discovering books and the characters in them. 

Book Week
Year 2 Room 11, Mrs Cronin & Mrs Hottes 

Your Mount Hawthorn P&C is a voluntary organisation whose operations seek to add value to the running of the campus, 
facilitating ‘can do’ partnerships within the community and assisting in providing resources and amenities which further enhance 
our children’s school life. It’s true, we try to have a bit of fun along the way and certainly a community of volunteers can get big 
and small projects done with great gusto. 
We are fortunate to be part of a wider school community that enjoys the benefits of dedicated parent liaisons, a committed 
School Board and a Principal and teaching staff second to none. More than ever our role is to support these key elements.
2013 in many ways was a bumpy ride with the highs of winning significant funding for the campus to the lows of having 
to re-contest our case to retain this in the face of budget cuts. So after a successful year of sundowners, disco’s, election 
BBQ’s, busy bees, movie nights, we received positive news about 
the improvements funding of $1.25M being secured. We then had 
special news about the Artist in Residence grant being won through 
the efforts of Ms Edmiston and the Grants Committee.
With this the year ended on a big high, we celebrated with an 
awesome Cultural Carnival that was a testament to what a great 
school community we are. At this point, I will say that our fair 
coordinator Shari McKeown did an outstanding job bringing an 
incredibly successful event together.
Importantly, the canteen and uniform services are catering to larger 
school population and those teams are led by passionate and 
committed people who every year push the bar higher. In particular, 
I would like to acknowledge the work Celia Hadgraft for her great 
efforts in the canteen for over 6 years.
Looking towards 2014 we would like ensure the school community 
is preparing it’s next generation of P&C and volunteers to support the 
same level of fantastic school experiences our children have enjoyed 
at Mt Hawthorn across there schooling lives. The school will face 
a works program and the complexities of preparing two cohorts of 
students for high school in the coming year and our focus will be 
to support the Principal and The School Board in achieving that 
outcome.
For those who are new to the school, the P&C General Meeting is 
central to adopting the priorities and rationale behind decisions 
impacting our initiatives. New faces are always welcome and any 
contribution that can be made is appreciated and respected.
I look forward to seeing you all at the Annual General Meeting in 2014.
Have a safe and happy holiday season.
Tim Swart
P&C President

Our P&C
Tim Swart, P&C President

Science Week
Year 2, Room 7, Mrs Scott & Mrs Lewis
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On the 17th of June, all the Year 3 classes went for a big 
three hour walk around Mt Hawthorn to look at the history of 
the area. We started at our school and learnt that the senior 
part of the school was built in 1908.  By 1938 there were so 
many students at the school that the junior school was built. 

We then walked down to Kalgoorlie St and Berryman St and 
stopped at Menzies Oval for a quick lunch. We learnt who 
Braithwaite Park and Menzies Park were named after too. 
After lunch we were off again. We made our way along East 
St, Anzac Rd, Coogee St, Oxford St, Scarborough Beach 
Rd and Woodstock St. 

Along the way we saw many historical buildings. Cartwright’s 
Dairy and Ice works is not there anymore but it used to 
be on Coogee St. Now there are a group of Paddington 
townhouses there. Lizzie’s great, great grandfather used to 
deliver milk from the dairy farm in Osborne Park to this place. 
The Scout Hall is not on Berryman St anymore because it 
was knocked down for three new houses to be built. There 
is a plaque to show that the hall used to be there. The Ritz 
Movie theatre, which is where the Bodhi Tree is now, used 
to be able to fit 1200 people inside. The outdoor theatre 
at Axford Park could fit 500 people. The Congregational 
Church where the first group of children went to school is not 
there anymore either. However, the Dome is now there. We 
realised that it is very important to keep historical buildings 
so everyone can see what life was once like in Mt Hawthorn.

Many buildings have gone but there are still many standing. 
For example the Oxford and Paddington Hotels, the Fuel 
Merchant (a house on Coogee St that used to sell wood for 
people’s fires), Anzac Cottage, the General Store (which is 
now the deli on Coogee St and Anzac Rd)and the shops on 
Scarborough Beach Rd opposite the Mezz. Did you know 
that there was even a tram that ran along Oxford St!

A highlight of 
our walk was 
being able 
to see where 
the old school 
t u c k s h o p 
( c a n t e e n ) 
used to be. It 
is now Lizzie’s 
house which 
is just through 
the little gate from the school oval and on Woodstock St. 
We had a wonderful time on our walk and learnt so many 
new things about our great suburb!

Mt Hawthorn Historical Walk
Year 3 Room 12, Mrs Williams & Mrs McKenzie

AQWA Excursion by Shaun Vucemillo
On Monday 26th August, all the Year 3 classes went on an 
excursion to AQWA from 10am – 2pm so that we could learn 
about sea creatures. First everyone looked at the creatures 
that were from the Great Southern Coast. My favourite 
animal was the leafy sea dragon because I actually thought 
it was a floating piece of seaweed but then I looked a bit 
closer and I realised it was an animal.
Next we went to a place they called the Shipwreck Coast 
which is an underwater glass tunnel but instead of walking 
you got to go on a conveyor belt!!! We saw giant sharks and 
a stingray that was about 2 metres wide. 

After that we went to see 
the creatures from the Far 
North Coast. There was 
a glass tank there filled 
with baby crocodiles. 
AWESOME! Soon we 
went to the Danger Zone 
which had things like a 
blue ringed octopus and 
jellyfish.

The second last place we went to was the touch pool. I 
touched a sting ray which felt like slimy sand paper, a starfish 
which felt like a rock and a baby Port Jackson shark which 
felt like sandpaper crossed with a rock.
Finally, we went to Stingray Bay. It looked like a resort with a 
swimming pool but of course you couldn’t swim in it because 
it had sting rays in it. It 
was amazing seeing 
all the sting rays there. 
Everyone was trying to 
see which one was the 
biggest. I really enjoyed 
AQWA and I thought it 
was the best excursion 
I’ve ever been on.
Scitech
This semester the Science theme across the school has 
been ‘Chemistry’. Once again for Science Week a visit to 
Scitech by the Years 4 and 5 hub provided  some interesting 
and motivating experiences in this field. 
This year each class participated in three activities. We 
donned our lab coats and safety goggles and headed for the 
lab to investigate different ways that polymers work to create 
some weird and wonderful substances. We made slime and 
snow. We definitely have some keen and budding scientists 
in our mist. I was really impressed with the way students in 
Room 14 in particular were able to work in the lab in such a 
careful, clean and professional way.
The “Flours, Fuels and Farts” show was a highlight for most 
students with substances exploding and burning right in 
front of us. Definitely a ‘don’t try this at home’ kind of affair. 
It certainly showcased the way substances can react in 
spectacular ways when mixed together and why we need 
to be careful.
The third part of our day included a visit to the dinosaur 
exhibition which included a dinosaur dig to uncover bones. 
With time to explore the other exhibitions of Scitech it 
certainly was an action packed day which was thoroughly 
enjoyed!

AQWA Excursion & Scitech
Year 3 Room 14, Mrs Kalebic



Science Week 2013 was a whirl-
wind of scientific action all about 
the school. From Kindy to Year 
7 there were activities run by 
our brilliant parent scientists, 
teachers and visitors who had 
the students buzzing.  We started 
the week with UWA testing the 
Year 6 students’ fitness on WII 
machines.  We investigated and 
learnt about everything from body parts to rocks and from 
the microscopic to the enormous. Just why was Little Miss 
Muffet a Scientist?
A very big thank you to all the parents who took part, you 
were all amazing. Thank you also to Jennifer Townsend who 
organised the event. It was an extremely impressive time-
tabling challenge! 

Science 2013
Year 3 Room 34, Mrs Sturgeon

During 2013, Year 3 students from Room 36 have formed 
excellent partnerships with Balga High School SNSEP 
students in an Indigenous Awareness Program. Each Friday 
students ranging from Years 8 – 10 come out and participate 
in Noongar cultural activities that have been beneficial to 
both schools. 
This culminated in a HUGE production for NAIDOC Week 
which was celebrated in style at Mount Hawthorn Primary 
School.  The performance incorporating dance, history, 
unity, Noongar language and a few laughs together with a 
very important message. 
The performances show cased the learning both schools 
have undertaken including a traditional dance called the 
Honey Bee Dance that was taught and performed by the 
SNSEP and year 3 boys. The boys were lucky enough to 

be painted and looked 
fantastic on the day.
Both Balga High School 
and Year 3 students 
and teachers should be 
congratulated on the 
way they conducted 
themselves throughout 
the performance and the 
important message they 
gave.
I have been coming to Mt 
Hawthorn most Friday’s 
for the past 7 weeks. It 
has been great to have 
the opportunity to share 
some of our culture with 
the grade 3’s. We have 
been painting canvases 
of the Noongar Seasons, 

helping them practise for their athletics carnival and teaching 
them some Noongar words. It’s great to hear them say “Kia” 
when we walk into the room. I was surprised at the amount 
of questions they ask us and how confident they are when 
speaking and learning new things. My highlight has been 
performing at the NAIDOC assembly last term. Kahsan 
Stack (Balga High School SNSEP student)
I love coming to Mt Hawthorn PS! The kids are sooo funny 
to talk to and they remember all the Noongar words we 
teach them. I have loved playing dodge with them and 
helping the teachers choose the athletics carnival teams. 
We taught them Kaat, Koongat, Boornitj, Djen (Head, 
Shoulders, Knees, Toes) and Ben K is awesome at it! Last 
week we taught them the word “dard’. We use this when 
we’re talking to our mates, like “Hey dard”, “Hey mate”. Kris 
Ryder & Kevin Garlett (Balga High School SNSEP student)
“My favourite part of the Blaga kids coming was making the 
boomerangs, dot paintings and the Noongar Language. I 
always sing KAAT, KOONGAT, BOORNITJ, DJEN” to them 
when they come and they think it’s really funny!” Ben Keen 
“I love the Balga kids coming – especially Gerri-Lee! I loved 
them coming to teach us all the aboriginal stuff, like heads 
shoulders knees and toes and the Noongar seasons. I think 
that Gerri-Lee and I got along very well. It was really sad 
when they left. I can’t wait to see them again!” Gaberilla 
Astone

Noongar Culture
Year 3 Room 36, Miss Rampal

On the days leading up to the 12th of September the whole 
school was worked into a hype. The Faction Carnival was 
approaching. Everyone was busy thinking up war cries, 
teaching them to their factions and practising many, many 
times.  Finally though, the day arrived. After everyone walked 
to Menzies Park in their classes, we joined into our factions 
and proceeded across the oval. All the factions were heartily 
singing the war cries that they had racked their brains for in 
the lead up to the big day. The first event was the flat races. 
The races were fast paced and exciting. We then moved onto 
the team events. The team events involved a great variety of 
skill and action, providing excitement for the spectators and 

the competitors both. The 
team events were: tunnel 
ball, corner spry, pass ball 
and beanbag shuttle. After 
the team games the day 
began to draw to a close, 
but before the day finished 
there was one last exciting 
event… THE GRAND 
RELAY. The Grand Relay 
involved the fastest boy and 

girl from each year participating in a supersized baton relay. 
The Grand Relay is always one of the highlights of the day 
with the cheering reaching ear shattering levels. Finally the 
events finished. The only thing that was left now was the 
announcments. All the factions organised themselves into 
blocks. After Mr Mackesey made his speech and Mrs Putt 
presented the champion medals, the big moment arrived. 
Who would win the Bonus Point Shield and the Carnival 
Shield???
Bonus Points Shield: Axford won this for all their hard work 
and cooperative skills displayed throughout the term.
Carnival Shield
1st Shakespeare
2nd Menzies
3rd Axford
4th Braithwaite
Overall the Faction Carnival was a great day with great 
sportsmanship and friendly competiveness shown.
Kieran Daly & James Keeling

Faction Athletics Carnival



“That is the best excursion I have been on.”
This was a comment from a Year 4 child after he had been on the excursion to Fremantle at the end of Term 3. The children of 
Room 31, 33 and 39 accompanied by their teachers and many wonderful parent helpers 
visited not one but two museums in the port city which has such a rich maritime history.
After the bus trip to Fremantle, 81 students divided into two groups. Half of the children 
started their day at the Fremantle Shipwreck Museum, while the other half began their 
fantastic day at the Maritime Museum.
The guided tour of the Shipwreck Museum was so informative and entertaining. The 
children learnt of the history and value of spices and the spice trade, the history of the 
first multi national company in the world, the Dutch East India Company and the story 
of “The Batavia” and the gruesome aftermath of the ship crashing onto the Western 
Australia’s treacherous coast at the Abrolhos Islands in 1629.
After the two groups joined together to share lunch and talk about what they had learnt, 
it was off to the Maritime Museum. This was a chance to learn about our country’s more 
recent maritime history. The wonderful and ingenious Aboriginal fish traps, the “Monster” of the deep and the endangered 
Patagonian Toothfish were displays that captivated the boys and girls. More recent displays featured material from the Albany 
Whaling Station, the Australia II America’s Cup victory in 1983 and Jon Sanders  achievements in the ”Parry Endeavour”. Did 
you know they have a full size submarine on display?
At the end of a busy day both groups met satisfied but tired, ready for the return trip to school. 
Children, parents and teachers learnt so much from the day. It was the best excursion.  

Fremantle Excursion
Year 4 Room 39, Mr Gryta & Mrs Hogg 

What a week in Room 33!

On Monday Mr Lang came in and talked all about fossils. He had a number of fossils. 
One of my favourite fossils was a woolly mammoth tooth that he found in London. Did 
you know that the T-Rex’s closest known relative is a duck? Ha! Ha! Ha! He also had 
a piece of a spine of a sea dinosaur, I don’t know which dinosaur. Mr Lang also had a 
shark’s tooth and a few fossils that I didn’t know the name of.

On Monday afternoon Mr McRoberts came in and talked all about Physics. One of the 
main things he talked about was gravity and Sir Isaac Newton. He also talked about how 
people thought the world was flat so that if you sail too far west you would fall off the 

end of the world. He also tested our reactions time by pairing us up. Here is what we did: one student held a ruler with the 0 
in between the other students open fingers and dropped it whenever they wanted and the other student has to catch it as fast 
as they could. Not easy! On Tuesday morning Mr Carter came in and showed us what happens when you add detergent and 
acid together. Well..What did happen when we added detergent and acid was the bubbles began flowing out of the detergent 
bottle. A big piece of foamy bubbles broke apart from the main source of bubbles and floated in the air. At head level at first it 
started to go higher until it got high enough to go over the building which it did. We chased it and saw it float into the clouds. 
When we got back we saw Mr Carter pour some acid onto limestone and the acid started bubbling but in the end faded away. 
We had such fun in Science week.

Science Week
Year 4 Room 33, Mrs Bodycoat & Mr Pearson

The Year 4 students are very proud of their efforts with the kitchen garden. We now 
do 2 plantings a year, in term 1 and term 3 and as the garden flourishes we harvest, 
eat, cook and sometimes we even take fresh produce home. We grew the hugest 
broccoli ever and the cauliflowers were no small items either.  Even better, the worm 
farms are fed with the scraps. 
This year we planted herbs in terracotta pots for the school fair, which we sold 
with our worm whiz liquid fertilizer. This wonderful product has enriched our 
kitchen garden. Together with the compost made by the Year 5’s in a free compost 
workshop with Peg from Waste Recycling we have lovely rich healthy soil to grow 
our vegetables in. Thanks to Kristina Newton who organises the workshops for the 
students. 
This year one of our crops was radishes, not those little round radishes but a milder, 
longer radish. The children drew their radish as a super hero first, before eating them. Many students had never tried radish 
before so this was a great experience. Mrs Thomas has cooked and worked with the children for lots of taste delights this year 
and we thank her and Tanya Boylen, head of our garden committee for all their work and support.

See How Our Kitchen Garden Grows
Year 4 Room 31, Mrs Townsend & Mrs Miles



Art Gallery Visit
On the 29th of August the Year 5’s visited the Art Gallery and looked at the exhibition “Van 
Gogh, Dali and Beyond: The World Reimagined” We had an amazing tour of all the various 
pieces of art work and learnt all about the different artists. There were all sorts of pieces 
of art like sculptures, paintings, photos and even an automated violin that played music 
on its own!
Straight after the tour we all completed a workshop underneath the Art Gallery. Everyone 
had a tiny square of the Van Gogh’s painting “The Olive Trees.” First of all we used oil 
pastels to reproduce our little square to make an enlarged copy of it. Next we had to pin 
it up in the correct order to recreate our own giant reproduction of the original. It looked 
amazing!
Tabloid Maths Day
On Wednesday 31st of July we took part in a Maths Tabloid Day. It was so much fun! Every 
Year 4 and 5 class took part in playing a whole lot of fun maths activities. Each group had 
a parent run the activity and after 15 minutes, each group moved onto the next activity. 
We played all sorts of dice games, domino games, even giant dominoes. If maths was like 
that all the time, it would be awesome

Art Gallery & Tabloid Maths Day
Year 5 Room 35, Mr McKenzie & Mrs Elvin

Year 5’s Trip to Tranby House by Mikaela Swart

While Room 35 was at the Cemetery Room 38 was at Tranby House, also known as Peninsula Farm. 
We went there so we could learn about the Swan River Colony. We had two wonderful guides who 
showed us around the house. We learnt all about the Hardy family and their lifestyle. My favourite part 
was when they shared out rations. We eat a lot more than they used too! We all loved it!!! 

Year 5’s Excursion to the East Perth Cemeteries by Katya Caltabiano

In Term 2, the Year 5’s of Mount Hawthorn were very lucky to receive an excursion to the East 
Perth Cemeteries. We went there to increase our knowledge of old and new facts about the colony. 
We were guided around by a lovely lady called Kim. Kim was very nice and she showed us lots of 
interesting things about the cemeteries. We did three very fun activities. One was, getting into groups 

and searching for famous people of the Swan River Colony. Another was 
that we had to look for the oldest and youngest citizens of the cemetery 
and we had to take an item out of a bag and use it to find information. We all enjoyed going to the 
East Perth Cemeteries and we would all like to go back, but only for a visit.!

Year 4/5’s Incursion from Perth Observatory by Sophie Styles

On Monday the 18th of February the Year 4’s and 5’s had the pleasure of receiving an incursion from 
Perth Observatory. We were talked to by a professional and we learnt about the sizes of stars. He 
showed an amazing video. We were taken to the school oval at 7:00 pm for a 7:15 pm start. After our 
incredibly interesting talk we spent some time outside looking through telescopes that had been set 
up previously. Coincidentally, Jupiter was very bright that night! We all got home late as the incursion 
went for about 2 hours. We all enjoyed our incursion from Perth Observatory.  It was excellent that so 
many parents were able to come out that night to enjoy it with us. 

Tranby House, East Perth Cemetaries & Astronomy Night
Year 5 Room 38, Mr Thompson

The Languages Learning Program is an integral part of the students overall 
school learning with links to other subject areas, in particular literacy.
The main focus of Italian lessons this year has been “language in action” with 
students given many opportunities to put into practice the vocabulary learned 
throughout the year. Here are some comments written by students on what they 
enjoyed most in Italian this year.
“My favourite part of Italian this year was the recording album” Nic Yr 3 (Rm 34)
“I liked learning about animals and doing the assembly” Lochie Yr 4 (Rm 31)
“I liked writing and talking in Italian. I also liked Languages Online”  George Yr 5 
(Rm 38) “I really loved doing the fashion parade. It was really interesting and fun” 
Lucy Yr 6 (Rm 24) “Learning new things and being able to describe people in Italian” Alison Yr 7 (Rm 21)

Italian
Senora Calabro, Italian Specialist



The Year 6 students put on quite a performance this year for the annual ‘Year 6 Public Speaking 
Competition’. All students prepared a 2 minute talk on a subject of their choice to present to their 
own class mates. There were many different topics chosen: from Zombies, Poodles, Tin Tin, Dr 
Seuss, Chocolate and the 80’s, just to name a few. Four finalists were chosen from each of the 
Year 6 classrooms to enter the finals.
The Year 5 and 6 students and the parents of the finalists, assembled in the undercover area 
on Tuesday 2nd of July to listen to all the marvelous talks. All twelve students presented an 
outstanding talk, demonstrating their exemplary speaking skills. It made the judging the 
competition very difficult indeed but a decision had to be made.
After a lot of deliberating it was decided that the winner for 2013 was Kate Robertson with her 
entertaining talk on ‘Manatees’. In second place was Elley Hubbard with her humorous talk on 
‘How to Annoy and Embarrass Your Parents’ and in the third place was Emma Nannini with 
her well prepared talk on ‘Monsters, Mysteries and Myths’. Once again the competition was 
a fantastic hit and highlighted the wonderful speaking skills of Mt Hawthorn Primary School 
students.

Public Speaking
Year 6 Room 23, Miss French

On Thursday the 8th of August Matt Ottley visited Mt Hawthorn Primary School and 
spoke to several classes about his books, illustrations and experiences. Matt is an 
amazing, inspirational author, illustrator and musician.

He spoke and showed us one of the books he has illustrated called Home and 
Away written by John Marsden. It outlined the plight of refugees and the terrible 
circumstances and experiences some of them leave  in order to seek a better life for 
themselves. One student stated in their writing “Asylum seekers aren’t bad people 
they are forced to make bad decisions in order to survive”

In researching his books he visited a detention centre on Christmas Island and 
spoke with a child psychologist. The psychologist reported that often the children 
would draw repeated pictures of themselves without mouths as they felt they did 

not have a voice.

After Matt had finished speaking about the book Matt 
demonstrated some drawing techniques. One technique was 
to use your non dominate hand to do some uncontrolled 
scribble. Then, creating a picture from within the scribble.  It 
was amazing.The other technique was to use simple shapes as 
the basis to create a picture.

We would like to acknowledge the P & C and thank them for 
the wonderful opportunity in being able to listen and learn from 
Matt. Through their fundraising efforts this opportunity was 
granted. Matt also donated some of the amazing illustrations 
he created to the school.

(pieced together from snippets of the Year 6 students in Room 
24 writing)

Matt Ottley’s Visit
Year 6 Room 24, Mrs Jesson & Mrs Kiddle

On Wednesday the 25th September the Mount Hawthorn Athletics Team participated 
in our region’s Interschool Athletics Carnival at Floreat Oval.  Six other local schools 
also participated on the day. All schools participated in a series of team games 
including passball, tunnelball, leaderball and corner spry. Students also competed 
in sprints, relays and finally a Grand Relay, comprising of the fastest runners in each 
year level. All schools tried their best though in the end Wembley Primary School 
was victorious. Overall Mount Hawthorn came fourth everyone was happy with our 
efforts on the day. All in all it was a very great day with many wins and personal bests 
achieved.

Interschool Athletics Carnival



This year in Term Two the students from Year 6 participated in a state wide make 
your own picture book competition. We started in Term One with a visit from the 
Fremantle Literacy Centre. The lady who came out spoke to the students about the 
aspects of a picture book and how it is constructed. All students found out it was 
a lot more involved than just drawing and writing stories. The technology process 
involved was an important aspect to its construction.  

All three classes had much discussion on what they would write about. We visited 
our buddy classes to find out what young children like to read about and the type 
of things they like in a picture book. Most of the students decided to write their 
own book rather than combine their efforts with another student. The finished 
products were truly fantastic and worthy of inclusion in any library or bookshop as 
the students worked tirelessly to produce stories that had morals and contained 
intricate drawings. 

Students learnt about the production process and working to a timeline, as they had 
to be completed, bound and sent off to the competition just after the long weekend 
in June.  Then there was the long wait to find if we had any winners. Ashleigh Joel 
from Room 24 won first place in the Year 6 age group, a fantastic effort against many 
students and school around our state. The books were displayed at the Alexander 
Library in August. We have them on display in our school library if you would like to 
see the marvelous entries. We have read them to each other and to our buddies. 

It was a competition that was very time consuming but the end product was truly 
amazing.

Make Your Own Picture Book
Year 6 Room 26, Mrs Gillies & Mrs Hogg 

On 20th March 2013 our school’s 
annual Swimming Carnival was held 
at Challenge Stadium. Throughout 
the term, the senior school attended 
swimming lessons at Beatty Park 
Leisure Centre, getting ready for a fun 
and busy day. It was a very exciting 6 
hours of races, lots of cheering and 
fun aquatic games. 

There were huge grins on the 
students, teachers and proud 
parents faces.
The factions finished as followed:
1st Menzies
2nd Axford
3rd Braithwaite
4th Shakespeare
by Lauren McDonald

Swimming Carnival

On the 17th of April Mt Hawthorn participated in our regions Interschool 
Carnival.  It was held at Challenge Stadium and was a fun and 
competitive day for the eight schools involved. Every school had two 
Year 7 captains and ours were Chloe and Lewis. The other schools were 
Wembley Downs, Karrinyup, Kapinara, City Beach, Rosely, Churchlands 
and Woodlands Primary School. Kapinara finished the day in 1st place 
and Mt Hawthorn came 3rd. The races had everyone on their feet 
cheering and shouting for their school from start to finish. It was a great 
day and everyone displayed excellent sportsmanship.

by Lauren McDonald

Interschool Swimming Carnival



Fremantle Literature Centre
Year 7 Rooms 21 & 22, Mrs Fletcher & Mr Lawrence 

Once again the art room has been a hive of activity throughout 
the year. We are continuing to focus on a variety of skills across 
a wide range of mediums from painting and drawing, textiles 
and stitching, printmaking, puppetry, through to sculpting and 
ceramics. The talents of our students are demonstrated by the 
high standard of work they continue to produce.

To ensure a cross curriculum approach, many visual arts projects 
spring board from class based topics. The Year 4’s went on an 
excursion to the Museum to see “Secrets of the After Life” as 
part of their history unit. As a follow on in art, we have created 
ceramic sarcophagi complete with mummies and pyramids with 
hidden treasure. The Year 4’s were able to apply their knowledge 
of Post Impressionist artists to paint tool boxes constructed 
during a workshop 
with Bunnings. 
The results were 
outstanding.

To support the Year 6 poetry evening an exhibition of the students’ work was held 
in the art room. The students chose a selection of their art work that they wished 
to exhibit and looked at all the processes involved in displaying art works. The 
variety of work and high standards set by the students was a credit to them all.  
The Year 6’s along with the Year 5’s were fortunate enough o visit the art gallery 
to view Dali and Beyond. The exhibition was simply amazing and the variety of art 
works that were inspired from visit was outstanding including our Salvador Dali 
“melting clocks”. 

In printmaking we have explored a variety of techniques from hand printing, foam 
and collagraph printmaking through to lino prints and silk screening. Year 3’s 
created beautiful calico bags and year 6s have made door snakes. 

Our biannual fair was held in November and each classroom was  very busy 
creating some amazing collaborative art pieces to be auctioned.  A diverse range 
of mediums were used to create beautiful garden mirrors in Kindy through to hand 
painted quilts, ceramic chess sets and mixed media sculptures in Year 7. 

In 2012 the Year 7’s created totem poles based on the 6 aboriginal seasons. 
These fantastic poles have been installed in a beautiful native garden outside the 
art room.

I would like to acknowledge the hard work and persistence, by all students, in 
creating beautiful art works.

Art
Mrs Edmiston, Art Specialist

Once every term, a select few students from Year 7 have the opportunity to improve 
their writing skills along side other talented writers from other schools at the Fremantle 
Literature Centre. Each session runs for a for a whole school day and each term a 
different author shares their love of writing through challenging activities that expand 
the students writing knowledge. After completing each activity, the students have the 
chance to share their work with the other students and the presenting author to gain 
valuable feedback that will help them improve their work in the future. The authors we 
were fortunate enough to hear from are James Moloney, Kirsty Murray, Matt Ottley 
and Cath Crowley. These authors have shared life experiences with us that have 
made us realise that everything we do in life can contribute to our writing.  

The Literature Centre has given us the opportunity to expand and share our writing 
knowledge with aspiring authors from all over Perth that share our love of writing. 
Not only did we get some excellent advice, but we also made friends that will last a lifetime. Everyone there, the students, staff 
and especially the authors were encouraging and have taught us to look at different perspectives when writing and illustrating.  



Choir

Rock and Roll Ain’t Noise Pollution was the anthem of the choir at this year’s 
performance at the Crown Theatre. There were celebrity appearances from 
Elvis Presley, Kiss, ACDC, Freddy Mercury, The Beatles, some fabulous 50’s 
dancers and a choir of rock and rollers. The Hummers rocked the Crown Theatre  
and impressed the audience with their pitch perfect vocals and slick moves. 
The excitement, anticipation and nerves started to build and on the day of the 
performance we were bursting with enthusiasm which reflected in our electrifying 
performance. The crowd went wild which was the best reward.Thanks to all our 
talented parent helpers for costumes, tickets, props and make-up. You rock!

Music
Mrs Hardman, Music Specialist

Young Innovators
Year 7 Rooms 21 & 22, Mrs Fletcher & Mr Lawrence 

Throughout Term 3 the Year 7 students participated in The Young Innovator of The Year 
Competition at Mount Hawthorn Primary School. The competition is designed to teach 
students about marketing and making a new product of their own. They were also asked 
to ensure that their innovations were based on a sustainable Australian primary product. 
Each Year 7 was given a series of tasks including a scientific investigation, evaluations 
and reports. One of the most enjoyed tasks for the students was the advertising, varying 
from TV commercials and radio ads to brochures and posters. They also communicated 
with businesses and surveyed  friends and family members to gain useful feedback. 
As the end of the project every student completed a portfolio and a well constructed 
invention. Now all that is left is to find out who the judges will announce to be The Young 
Innovator of 2013! 

by Carla Cicchine and Tara Wilson

Musica Viva
On 13 September, Ozmosis, a Western 
Australian quartet brought musical 
flavours from around the world with 
their unique combination of instruments 
to Mt Hawthorn Primary School. 

Officially amazing 
Zam! Just like that you like their music 
More good music 
Ozmosis play lots of instruments  
So cool 
It’s crazily awesome 
So, so, so, so, so, so cool!
By Lock Year 3, Room 12

Band

On Monday the 12th of August the Mount Hawthorn band performed at Crown 
theatre and what an exhilarating night it was. The band opened the night with the 
National Anthem and then performed 3 other pieces.  It was great fun performing 
on stage in front of over 2000 people.  The whole band had a great time on stage 

and for some members it was their last performance on the Crown Theatre stage with the Mount Hawthorn Band. What a great 
last performance on Crown’s stage it was. For the beginners in the band it was their first big performance with the band and 
they had a great time. Over all the night was an awesome success and there was enough smiles for the whole world. Jade 
Sauta, Year 6

In 2013, the Mt Hawthorn PS Band, which is made up of students from Kyilla, Jolimont and Mt Hawthorn Primary Schools, 
had the honour of performing at Perth Concert Hall for Opus 2013. Under the direction of Nikki Turner, the polished performers 
impressed the audience. Performing at Opus is an honour and only one primary school performs along with selected high 
school students. Congratulations Mrs Turner and the band for being chosen to perform at such a prestigious event.

Orchestra

On Wednesday 14 August, the Orchestra performed at Crown Theatre. Everybody did an absolutely amazing job playing the 
two pieces that our fabulous conductor chose for the night.  We played Goblin Feast and Pirates of the Caribbean. Everyone did 
a super duper amount of practice to make sure they were ready for the performance. We all definitely deserved those curried 
egg and ham and cheese sandwiches that Mrs Symmington made the week after. YUM! We all had a ton of fun and are all 
looking forward to the next Crown performance. by Ashleigh Joel, Year 6



by Jasmine Schmidt
On Wednesday the12th of June, Mount Hawthorn Primary School’s Year 7’s went to Ern Halliday for their camp, along with 
teachers, Mrs. Fletcher, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Butler and Miss French. The camp lasted for 3 days and 2 nights with many activities 
to entertain the children, including caving, the big swing, flying fox, lost pilot and beach activities, team building games and 
archery. The theme of the camp was “Challenge by Choice” 
which means participating in the activity to the best of your 
ability.  On the last night the children hosted a talent night 
concert, for everyone’s amusement. It consisted of many 
different acts including salsa making, singing and onesie 
dancing. After the concert the children split into two groups. 
One group attended a camp fire to roast marshmallows 
whilst the other played entertaining games of spotlight. Later 
the groups swapped over so everybody got a chance to 
participate.
The next day the children packed their bags and left Ern 
Halliday and travelled by foot to Hillary’s Boat Harbor. There, 
the children participated in a sandcastle competition and 
listened to an interactive talk about the role of the Fisheries 
Department at the Naturaliste Marine Discovery Centre. 
It was then a short walk to the Great Escape where the 
students had lunch, then had some fun playing mini golf and 
bouncing on the trampolines. Over all the students had a fantastic time that will be remembered forever.
“It was a very fun experience and I will remember it for the rest of my life.  The activities were awesome and I it was really great 
being with my school teaches and all of my friends.” Lauren Mc. 
“I liked challenging myself with all the activities. My favorite was caving because I got over my fear of being in tight spaces.” 
Chloe V.
“My favorite activity was probably the Big Swing! I love the rush of adrenaline you get as you go swinging across the room.” 
Jasmine S. 

Year 7 Camp
Year 7 Rooms 21 & 22, Mrs Fletcher & Mr Lawrence 

A Day on Rottnest
Year 7 Rooms 21 & 22, Mrs Fletcher & Mr Lawrence 

In 2013 the Year 7’s travelled from Hillarys Boat Harbour to Rottnest Island by ferry. The ferry bobbed up and down as we 
crossed the ocean. When we arrived at Rottnest Island we split into three groups to start the day’s activities, we were given 
some interesting information about sea monkeys and their histories. After learning about the sea monkeys we set off to learn 
about the history of the island with Mrs Fletcher. Mrs Fletcher taught us that the island used to be used as a prison. After a 
very educational walk we stopped for recess. After recess we got on a bus and went to learn about the island’s huge cannon 
and other defenses that were used during World War 2. This was followed by an educational walk through some tunnels that 
led us deep underground. We were then given some free time to look through the shop and fast food stores. After lunch, we 
participated in an art lesson with Mrs Edmiston. Finally, before going back to the mainland on the ferry we went down to the 
beach to relax and play at the water’s edge. We boarded the ferry and made our way back across the ocean to Hillarys Boat 
Harbour, then home to our families.

By Ben Hawkins and James Lilford


