
Mount Hawthorn Primary School continues to 
be a school of choice in the Western Australian 
schooling system. It has been a successful year, 
with a focus on developing a broad range of high 
quality programs that provide choice and the 
opportunity to flourish. 

Mount Hawthorn Primary School’s data shows 
the school is performing within expected levels 
in academic areas. A priority will be to continue 
to develop sustained improvements in literacy 
and numeracy, especially in reading accuracy, 
comprehension, vocabulary and spelling. This 
work has commenced in 2015 and will be ongoing 
throughout next year.

The specialist programs continue to enhance 
student potential and opportunities are provided 
for students to showcase their learning and 
achievement in the community. Many of these are 
highlighted in this publication. 

The Year Six students have led the student body 
magnificently and modelled the values and virtues 
that are represented in our community. I have 

had the pleasure of watching the group progress 
throughout their primary education and wish them 
well in the future. 

The School P&C Association is to be commended 
for their generous donations and the provision 
of great services to the school including; the 
school uniform shop, the canteen, the class/
parent liaison contacts, social events and much 
more. Their efforts, their time, commitment and 
dedication have been amazing and we thank them 
all sincerely. 

So too, we thank our school governance body – 
The School Board. The Board ensured that the 
school had a formal structure which provided 
opportunities for parents, staff and the community 
to work together planning, formulating and 
reviewing school systems and policies. We thank 
the members of the Board for their hours of service 
to the school. 

To our many partners and collaborators that 
contributed to the school’s successful learning 
programs, we thank you.

MOUNT HAWTHORN PRIMARY SCHOOL
Together towards the future

Annual Report
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This term Kindy Yellow has been learning about natural 
and constructed environments. We learnt that most 

environments have both 
natural and constructed 
parts - Margaret Kindy is 
a great example of this. 
We explored, discussed, 
collected and sorted 
natural and constructed 
materials from both 
the inside and outside 
learning areas. We talked 
about different materials 
and environments in 
books and on posters.  
Can you see us exploring 
our play tables? One 

table had natural items and one had constructed 
items. We discovered that some things, like wooden 
blocks, can be made from natural materials, but 
be constructed. We all painted a picture showing a 
natural or constructed scene. Amber and Grace are 
showing their beautiful paintings here.

Natural & Constructed 
Environments
Kindy Yellow, Mrs Smart

Throughout the year the children in Kindergarten Purple 
have been spending their afternoons participating in 
activities to promote their creative and critical thinking 
skills. Some of our favourite activities have been when 
we explored how could we stop Humpty’s wall falling 
down and when the whole class created a “Kindy 
Purple Restaurant” in the sandpit.

Creative & Critical Thinking
Kindy Purple, Mrs Spencer
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School Board
Michael Jenkin, Chair
The Board’s structure

The Mount Hawthorn Primary Schools Board serves 
both the Mount Hawthorn Primary School and the 
Mount Hawthorn Education Support Centre and 
currently has 11 members, made up as follows:

• 2 x Principals of the Schools (members by virtue 
of their positions);

• 5 x Parent reps (elected by parents of students 
at the Schools);

• 3 x Staff reps (elected by staff of the Schools); 
and

• 1 x P&C representative (elected by the P&C)
Information about Board members can be found in 
the “Board” section of the Mount Hawthorn Primary 
School website. The Board is governed by the School 
Education Act 1999 and by its Terms of Reference. 
Board members are required to observe the Board’s 
Code of Conduct. Copies of all of these documents are 
available on the website.

The Board’s role

The Board’s role is clearly set out in the Act. We are 
required to help the Schools deliver a quality education 
experience to our children by:

• establishing and reviewing the goals, priorities 
and policies of the Schools;

• reviewing and endorsing School budgets;
• evaluating the performance of our Schools in 

achieving the goals set; and
• promoting our Schools within community

Importantly, the Act specifically prevents the Board 
from getting involved in the day to day management 
and/or control of the Schools. One way to think about 
what the Board is to use an overseas holiday as an 

example. The Board decides where the holiday will be 
(ie: sets the goals) and the principals of each school 
decide which travel company to use and what airline 
to fly with (ie: deal with operational issues to achieve 
the set goals).

What has the Board been up to recently?

2015 has been another busy year. Some of the things 
your Board has been working on include:

• participating in the comprehensive IPS school 
review process;

• working with the City of Vincent to develop a 
traffic plan for the campus;

• conducting surveys of the parents and student 
communities;

• strengthening links with community groups 
including the local RSL sub-branch;

• developing the 2015-2018 Business Plans for 
the Schools;

• further strengthening the relationship between 
the two Schools;

• monitoring the budgets of both Schools;
• reviewing the behaviour management policy;
• working on the campus master plan;
• liaising with our local member of Parliament and 

Department of Education officers; and
• working on the school reporting policy.

Board meetings

Your Board meets approximately 6 times during the 
year on Wednesday evenings. All our meetings are 
open and we warmly welcome you to come along.  
For meeting dates, agendas and minutes, please see 
the website.  We look forward to seeing you at one of 
our meetings in 2016!
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Kindergarten is an exciting and interesting year of 
learning and discovery. Young children learn most 
effectively when they are able to participate in rich 

learning experiences 
and by reflecting, 
recalling and revisiting 
the experience 
through conversation 
and photos, greater 
depth and rigour 
are added to their 
learning.

Kindergarten Orange 
children have engaged 
in a variety of such 
experiences such 
as exploring African 
artefacts from one of 
the families, cooking, 
science experiments 
(erupting volcanoes 
and seed sprouting) to 
name a few.

We create a class 
book of each of the 
adventures for the 
children and their 
families to share.

Rich Learning
Kindy Orange, Mrs Kerr

With the advent of spring, Kindy Green have been 
enthusiastically engaged and inquisitive in regards to 
our garden theme. They now know the different parts 
of a plant and also what elements are needed to help 
plants grow and flourish.

We learnt about the life cycle of plants though the 
seasons. We planted beans and made our own little 
sprout houses where we could observe the beans 
germinating and growing stalks and leaves - an activity 
that had every child completely absorbed and excited 
as they witnessed the process of growth themselves.

Through this experience the children demonstrated 
their abilities to make predictions, measure, think 
critically and document findings.

Kindy Green’s Garden
Kindy Green, Mrs Sell

Throughout the year Kindy Blue have been developing 
their skills as Master Chefs, they have learnt to use 
child safety knives to cut up fruit and vegetables and 
even to use a juicer appliance. They started the year 
by decorating Humpty Dumpty biscuits and soon 

graduated to making 
their own ANZAC 
biscuits and pikelets. 
During the cold months 
of winter they made a 
hearty vegetable and 
bean soup inspired 
by the story Wombat 
Stew. In science 
week, while examining 
change the children 
made their own fresh 
juices out of apples, 
oranges and carrots. 
As part of our Health 
unit they constructed a 
healthy face with a slice 
of bread and made 
popcorn to explore 
their Five Senses.

Bon Appétit from Kindy 
Blue

Cooking in the Classroom
Kindy Blue, Mrs Jacquard

In term 3, we were experimenting with rhyming words.  
We created some new friends to help us, they are all 
fantastic, scholastic and some are even bombastic 
rhyming puppets.
The names of our rhyming puppets are; Yellow Emmy 

Rose, The Black Ninja, The Wolverine, Dan, Peter 
Pan, Mr. Slug, Mr. Gymnastics, Anna Elsa, Bella Tella 
Cinderella, Lilly Rose Pose, Toodi, Rainbow Sparkle, 
Rhymie, Slug Bug, Flower Lower Jower and Ted Bed, 
Minky Pinky.

Thank you to Mrs. French and Mrs. Obiasca who are 
always there to support and guide us.

Red Rhyming
Kindy Red, Mrs Lawrence
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On Tuesday 1st September the Pre-primary children 
went to the WA Museum. There were lots of amazing 
things to see, including dinosaurs, snakes, a shark 

jaw and even insects 
that could crawl on us! 
We went into an olden 
days classroom to find 
out what school used to 
be like.  We had to show 
our hands for inspection 
and write on a slate 
board - or “an olden days 
white board” as one of 
our students called it! 
We even saw the cane 
that they used if children 
were naughty. We had a 
fantastic day!

This year in Term 2, the P&C held a quiz night. They 
had an auction for the prize of ‘Principal for a Day’, 
which was won by Harry’s mum, Shoni. Harry’s prize 
included choosing two deputies to assist him with his 
principal duties for the day and he chose Quinn and 
Max. 

The boys spent the day with Mr Mackesey and Mrs 
Rock and their jobs included a morning meeting, 
handing out certificates at assembly, helping cook 
sausages for students at Braithwaite Park and 
visiting classrooms looking for students doing the 
right thing. Harry (Mr V), Quinn and Max were very 
sensible, confident bosses and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.

Principal for the Day
Pre-primary, Room 15, Miss Barrett

WA Museum Excursion
Pre-primary, Room 17, Mrs Turner

We love using loose parts and recycled objects in 
Room 18. 

The endless ways we can redesign, line-up and take-
apart materials with no specific direction encourages 
us to be more creative in our imaginative play.

Creation Station
Pre-primary, Room 18, Miss Grace

Room 19 engaged in a play based science learning 
approach. Play nourishes children’s development 
and learning. Play needs time, space and an inviting 
environment. 

In Semester 2 we focused on Biological Science.

Biological Science is the study of living things. In early 
childhood we focus on the characteristics of plants 
and animals, including humans. At the same time, 
we promote awareness that all living things within the 
environment need to be treated with care and respect.

Our class developed science process skills such 
as observing, classifying, measuring, identifying, 
problem solving, asking questions and using scientific 
terminology. 

Our investigations started through a simple question 
“Mrs Barndon, Can you read this book about Bugs?” 
The discovery of  bugs in the playground involved 
the shared language expressed about what it is. The 
wonderings about where it came from led to the 
exploration of children’s prior experiences with bugs 
and what else can be known.

As an Early Childhood educator I recognised the 
curriculum connections which can be made from this 
one discovery, not only in science but in areas such 
as language, literacy, music, movement, visual arts, 
maths and drama. Children were invited to look closely 
at bugs and then to represent what they see through 
writing, drawing, modelling and art. We also made a 
range of posters, factual texts and picture books, so 
that the children were able to further investigate, study 
and learn.

Play Based Learning
Pre-primary, Room 19, Ms Barndon



This year Room 16 students have participated in 
creating and maintaining an inviting and stimulating 
outdoor learning space.

Throughout the 
year students 
have continued 
to put the 
knowledge they 
are learning 
in Science 
into action 
by growing 
their own vegetables from seeds. They have been 
responsible for caring and maintaining them and, when 
ready, picking and preparing the food for consumption. 
Students have also been responsible for maintaining a 
worm farm and compost bins and using the worm whiz 
and rich compost in the garden.

It has been a great stimulus for our English learning 

Our Outdoor Learning Environment
Pre-primary, Room 16, Mrs Ward

Another year as gone by and once again it has been 
a hive of activity in the art room. Every year level has 
been developing and honing their ceramic skills in 
order to put together a ceramics exhibition that was 
displayed at our community fair.

The Year 1s have pinch potted their way through the 
animal kingdom creating a variety of little potted lions, 
sheep, giraffes, elephants and cats.

Year 2 have delved into the art works of Claude 
Monet and have 
enjoyed creating 
sun flower bowls 
and ceramic wall 
plaques. They 
certainly brighten 
up the art room.

In Year 3 we 
have been 
demonstrating our 
skills by creating a 
series of birds and 
colourful fish.

From the Year 
4s we have an 
eclectic collection 
of light houses, 
funky shoes 
and wall tiles based on the works of Austrian artist 
Friedensreich Hundertwasser.

An Australian theme was the focus for Year 5s with 
beautiful wind chimes and little cottages being created.

Year 6s showed a culmination of 6 years of ceramics, 
demonstrating skills in slab rolling, coiling and 
sculpting. Their cacti planters, platters and figurines are 
outstanding.

In the art room we completed a series of art works 
focusing on this year’s ANZAC Centenary. This is a 
milestone of special significance to all Australians. It 

Amazing Arts
Mrs Edmiston, Art Specialist
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area with students exploring recipes, using them to 
cook and also creating their own recipes to make 
different meals using the produce from the garden. 
Students have continued to develop their recounts 
through recording experiences in the garden in both 
written and recorded format on the tablets and 
computers. They have been using digital technologies 
to capture their learning by taking photos and 
recording videos with a range of devices. 

Students have enjoyed the outdoor learning 
environment and continue to develop their knowledge 
and skills across all learning areas. 

The outdoor learning environment would not look and 
be as successful as it is without the amazing support 
and skills from parent volunteers in the classroom. We 
thank you for all of your efforts in enriching our learning 
environment and experiences and your support in our 
continual learning journey.

is an opportunity for all Australians to recognise and 
thank all of those who have served our country and 
worn our nation’s uniform over the past 100 years. 
The works we created using a variety of printing and 
drawing techniques were the perfect way to remember 
the past.

Aside from preparation for the Community Fair and 
the ANZAC Centenary, we have been continuing to 
develop skills across the many facets of the visual arts 
programme. From developing cutting, gluing, painting, 
print making and ceramics in Year 1 to studying a 
variety of artist and their influences on society in the 
upper years. Once again the focus for Year 1s has 
been to create a calendar for 2016 demonstrating their 
skills. The Year 2s have focused on print making and 
integrating ideas from exploring text and illustrations 
covered in book week. Year 3s have been focusing 
on the art works of Ken Done and Amate painting 
from Mexico. Year 4s started off the year focusing 
on painting techniques and a variety of ways to 
produce art works using different techniques. Year 
5s looked at using chromatic greys to paint their still 
life compositions while others ventured into the world 
of batik to complete their work. Year 6s have been 
extremely busy making Venetian masks to integrate 
with their Italian programme and increasing their print 
making techniques using lino blocks as the medium. 
Over all it has been a very productive year with all 
students striving to achieve works of the highest 
standard.

Thank you all



This year we discovered through our persuasive 
writing, via our Unit on “The Community”, and from 
our everyday needs that our parents play a very, 
very important role in our lives. In fact we decided 
unanimously that our parents are real life HEROES! 

So it seemed only fitting that we celebrated and 
showed them our appreciation. For our Mums we 
indulged them in a day of pampering with a delightful, 
personally made afternoon tea! Our Dad’s got to show 
us their athleticism when we celebrated them at our 
Tabloid Sport breakfast. We know so many people 
that make our community as good as it is “but at the 
end of the day our Mums and Dads make our lives 
better and for that we say “THANK YOU!”.

Heroes in Our Community
Year 1, Room 10, Mrs Davidson & Ms Meyer

Over the year we have been doing interesting activities 
with our buddies. The children have created strong 
bonds with their older buddy. Buddies are so important 

for development 
and letting Year 1s 
know they will always 
have a friend at 
school. “Buddies are 
important because 
they can help you” 
Maria “It is great to 
have a big kid to be 
your buddy because 
they know more than 
you and they will 
keep you safe.” Nina 
“They help you to 

read hard words also they are a good friend” Nathan “I 
think the big buddies like it because they can help you 
and it probably makes them feel proud” Elsie

This year, we have participated in many activities that 
align with our curriculum. Our buddies have helped us 
to: 

• Read stories
• Participate in Dr Seuss’ birthday party, partaking 

in many activities and most importantly, eating 
delicious Dr Seuss inspired food.

• Making an Easter egg “bunny basket”
• Design and make fireflies as part of our Mini 

Beast unit, that actually glowed!
• Create buddy posters on Friendship Day to 

symbolise friendship and being kind.
• Created a “buddy blanket” for book week, 

inspired by the short listed story written by Irena 
Kobald, My Two Blankets.

Below are some of the reasons we love our buddies:

• My buddy has the same name as my uncle, and 
he is a legend too! Cuba

• My buddy helps me to realise words I don’t 
know in stories Lily

• My buddy Anna is great with ideas Sophie
• I like my buddy when we had the party. We 

played games. I’m lucky because I have two 
buddies!

• My buddy Katie is helpful and creative. She is 
always making me happy. We always finish first 
because we work really well together. Leon

Buddies at Mt Hawthorn
Year 1, Room 1, Miss Rampal

In week 3, Term 3, Year 1 celebrated 100 days of 
school. We made 100 days smarter glasses and hats, 
and we had shared lunches and parties.

There were heaps of games and activities to 
participate in, and all of them related to the number 
100. Children built cities with 100 plastic cups and 
challenged each other to get 100 balls into buckets. 
They counted to 100 in many different activities and 
collected groups of 100 different things. During literacy 
sessions the children wrote about “what the world 
would be like in 100 years”. There are some very 
creative inventors  in Year 1 and they  developed new 
inventions and technology we may see in 100 years. 

The students created outstanding artworks and 
showed us what they believe they will look like in 100 
years. 

AMAZING 100 DAYS OF SCHOOL!

100 Days of School
Year 1, Room 7, Mrs Lewis-Russell

Y
ea

r 1



Y
ear 1

The students in Room 14 were asked to brainstorm 
and then vote on their favourite events while in Year 
1 this year. As we had been learning how to write 
persuasive texts, they were asked to work in groups 
and write a persuasive text on their chosen topic. 
Sections from their group task were taken to compose 
the text below. It was very hard to choose just one and 
the voting was very close - we have done so many 
wonderful things this year together with our Room 14 
family!

The Best Father’s Day EVER!!!!
Written by the students in Year 1, Room 14

We had the best! Most epic! Funnest Father’s Day with 
our dads. 

Firstly, we got to spoil them rotten. We made yummy 
chocolate ball treats, awesome ties and colourful clay 
hands to hold our Dads’ keys. We loved making them 
for our dads and we loved to see their face when they 
opened their presents!

Secondly, we had a fantastic 
barbecue dinner! We got to 
come to school at night and 
see all of our friends and 
their Dads too. We got to 
serve our Dads a sausage 
sizzle dinner with salad and 
we had yummy apple pie 
and ice-cream for dessert. 
Some of us even had 
seconds!!

Thirdly, there were no girls 
allowed, so Miss V and 
the Mums had to wear a 
moustache. It looked so 
funny! 

Finally, we got to show our Dads how to play the BEST 
GAME EVER Golden Child! We raced our Dads in the 
game. They had to hop around the tiger turf and we 
shot goals. Some of the Dads cheated! They didn’t hop 
around, they just jumped and pretended to hop. It was 
also funny because some of our Dads almost fell over.

These are the reasons why we think that our Father’s 
Day was the best EVER!!!

Father’s Day Fun!!
Year 1, Room 14, Ms Vearing

This year students in Year 1, Room 4 have been 
learning all about life in the olden days. As part of 
our studies, we enjoyed a visit from Mrs Rosemary 
Robertson who showed us her collection of olden 
day toys, most of which had been made by her father 
about 60 years ago. We even got to play with the 
precious toys, although the real sheep’s knuckle bones 
were a bit strange! We also had a special morning 
set aside for Grandparents to visit and bring in some 
artefacts from their childhood. Lots of toys were 
made from metal and that’s why they had lasted so 
long. There were 2 historical excursion highlights for 

the year- one was our visit to the historical precinct 
at Wanneroo. There we made peg dolls at Cockman 
House (which was built in 1860) and visited the 
Wanneroo Museum to learn about what life was like 
for the European colonial settlers more than 130 
years ago. At the same time, we learnt about the 
indigenous people who walked the land long before 
the Europeans arrived. The other highlight was our 
historical walk around Mt Hawthorn. We stopped 
at the site of the first Mt Hawthorn PS which was 
opened in 1906. We visited the New Norcia Bakery 
and saw the 100nyear old wood fired oven. We learnt 
that it takes 10days to heat the oven to the 300deg 
needed to bake the bread. We have really enjoyed 
learning about the past. This knowledge helps us to 
understand why our environment has developed the 
way it has and it also adds to our appreciation of what 
we have in our supportive community of Mt Hawthorn.

Honouring our Local History
Year 1, Room 4, Mrs Cromb & Mrs Leonzini



This year the children have participated in some 
fantastic Science activities. A large part involved forces 
and gravity. This included an investigation of toys that 
were either ‘push or pull.” 

All Year 2 children participated in a homework project, 
which involved making a toy that could ‘push’ or ‘pull’, 
It was a great learning experience, involving parents 
and children working together.

Needless to say, some amazing toys were created and 
displayed. 
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This semester has been a busy one for all the Year 2s 
in Room 8. We enjoyed reading all about Lester and 
Clyde and we 
certainly enriched 
our vocabulary in 
the process. We 
talked about the 
author’s purpose 
in writing the 
story and 
made many 
connections 
to ourselves, 
other texts and 
the world. We 
had lots of fun 
preparing for 
our assembly 
and bringing 
the story 
together. We 
particularly 
enjoyed the 
songs, music 
and dancing. 
In writing, we 
focused on 
information 
reports and 
wrote a frog 
report, as 
well as a 
magpie. We 
continued our home reading with enthusiasm and lots 
of us have read over 100 books. We spent much time 
learning about money and counting collections and 
giving change. We continued learning our times tables 
and improving our basic recall of number facts. We 
learnt about the continents and oceans of the world 
as well as the capital cities and states and territories 
of Australia. Our class is a happy one and we have 
enjoyed taking care of each other and supporting each 
other through each day.

Lester & Clyde
Year 2, Room 8, Mrs Psaltis-Watkins & Mrs Coote

On Thursday, between recess and lunch, Wendy Binks 
(an author and illustrator who writes books about 
emus) presented a talk about her books. 

She told us that when the mother emu lays the 30 
eggs, she goes off into the bush and never returns! 
So the father does all the work! When the eggs hatch, 
the emu chicks cuddle up in their father’s feathers. If 
something like a dingo comes, the father goes to hide 
in the bush while the chicks are camouflaged in the 
grass. The chicks might have to even stay in the grass 
for 5 hours! Wendy Binks also showed us how to draw 
our own emu chick. It was a very good presentation 
about emus and we loved it.

Meeting Wendy Binks
Year 2, Room 6, Mrs Emery

Forces and Gravity
Year 2, Room 3, Mrs Denniss

When I listened to the story Lester 
and Clyde by James Reece I made 
a text to world connection. I thought 
about how people pollute ponds and 
make the ponds sooooo disgusting 
that animals can’t live there. Ben 



In Term 3 all the children in Room 11 made a toy that 
had to demonstrate the forces of push and pull, for a 
school based Science Competition. Toys had to be in 
and ready for judging by Tuesday of Week 4, Term 3. 
Two semi-finalists from each class were selected, and 
our visiting scientist Dr Bruce Webber came in and 
judged all the final entries for the school. Angus Boss 
from Room 11 won the overall Year 2 Science award. 
His entry was a Robotic Hand. Science Week at Mt 
Hawthorn Primary School in 2015 was very exciting, 
and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.

“I used push to put the plane on the rubber band“ India

“My toy has a push down force. I made a catapult“ 
Liam

“I can pull my toy along. It is an elephant on wheels“ 
Layla

“My toy is a plane. You use both forces“ Vass

“I used recycled materials to make my push / pull toy“ 
Nicola

Toys R Us
Year 2, Room 11, Mrs Bodycoat & Mrs Lewis
Y

ear 2

At the start of term 3 the year 3’s all got a nice surprise 
when the man from Science Alive turned up. Room 33 
and 26 went to the wet area and the scientist gave us 
information about science. He was nice and funny and 
he showed us heaps of cool experiments.

We learnt about the strongest magnet in the world!! 
Max and Georgia volunteered to try and get the 
magnet off a saucepan, it seemed to be glued on.  It 
was so hard for them to try to lift it off! Eventfully Max 
got the magnet off, but he had to get some help. The 
trick was he had to slide it across to the side and then 
grab it. 

The scientist also showed us a tube and some of us 
wondered what he was going to do with it. He started 
swinging it around and around above his head and it 
made a funny sound. When he waved the tube slowly, 
we could barely hear it. But when he waved it really 
fast, it made a really loud whirring sound! Lachie was 
the volunteer for that one. 

Then he told us about the cure for loneliness, the 
balloon buddy! That was most peoples favourite. You 

Science Alive!
Year 3, Room 33, Mrs Murphy

Y
ear 3

“My toy is push and you need a balloon to help it 
move.“ Zoe

“My toy used pull which made it go round.” Jade

had to hold the hair dryer and keep it in line with the 
balloon. It was cool! Antwon and Mitchell were chosen 
to hold the hair dryer and test it out. Antwon nearly 
dropped it a couple of times but saved it just in time. 

Later on the scientist got a Berocca tablet and put 
it into a small container, then he added water. Then 
he put the lid on and started to explain what was 
happening inside the container. Then all of a sudden 
KABOOM! Off went the lid, it went flying! It was so 
powerful! He caught the lid and put it back on the 
container. He caught it again and again, it went for 
about 9 times and then stopped. That was a lot of 
energy!

After that he showed us a tin can. He said there were 
jumping beans inside. But actually he put springs with 
socks over them. Then they sprang out of the tin can. 
It was so surprising everybody jumped!

There was so much that he did! He also got a lemon 
and a light bulb. He chose Jasmine and Omar to hold 
them for him and then he attached some metal to 
them and to our amazement the energy in the lemon lit 
up the bulb!

He also put some leaves, nuts and bolts and leaves on 
some special paper and put them in the sun for about 
15 minutes. Then he brought them in and showed us 
that the sun had made an image of the items on the 
paper. Lucky Mackenzie got to take them home. 

He showed us so many things! He put some ring 
shaped magnets on a stick and made one look as 
if it was floating above the others. He did an optical 
illusion with two pieces of card that were the same 
size but looked different and he even had an extremely 
bouncy ball. The time flew by and before we knew it 
he had to go. We had loads of fun and might have 
accidentally learnt some things too! We thought it was 
awesomely amazing!!! by Room 33 (special mention to 
Max, Isobel and Meg for their first draft)



communities. We were asked to use this information 
to assist us to construct a model of a tool or weapon 
at home. We have included some photos of the 
tremendous products we brought to school. Of course 
none of this would have been possible without the 
awesome support and help of our parents. Some of 
us would like to acknowledge that by telling you a little 
about it.

I had a lot of fun when I went to Herdsman Lake with 
my mum, dad and dog. I rode my bike. I was going to 
get cat tail leaves. The best bit was when I finished my 
basket and knew I had done a good job! Georgia

Here’s my true story of how much fun I had in the 
process of making my boomerang.

I found a lot of things fun but my number 1 thing that I 
found fun was sanding the stick because a lot of times 
it was hard but I just had a good laugh and moved on. 
My second favourite thing was when we experimented 
with the paint and had some trouble getting that 
beautiful texture into the sanded stick. I couldn’t have 
done it without my loving parents help. Olivia

I had a really good time making my axe. Both Mum 
and Dad helped me. Dad broke the stick off for me 
and Mum took the photos and printed them off. I 
painted the stick and carved it up. I really enjoyed 
finding information on the computer. Evie 

To make my sling, my whole family went to Kings Park 
to find a stick then Dad and I we went to Bunnings to 
get the string. I especially liked it when we got to test 
out my sling shot and it actually worked! Dad shot a 
honkey-nut 100m and I only shot it 50. Watch out Dad 
because I’m going to get more! Cooper

Mrs Hogg and Mrs Kalebic would also like to send 
a big thank to parents and anyone else who helped 
collect materials and tools to make Technology 
lessons such great learning experiences. Your 
child has certainly benefited from any learning and 
guidance you have given them; especially with regards 
to safety and the use of any modern day tools at 
home. Some students have continued to make some 
exciting discoveries since completing their Technology 
tasks. Drew made an incredible discovery when he 
recognised an old Metters stove in the kitchen of a 
holiday cottage and Ashley who wasn’t satisfied with 
her original Indigenous spear kept looking for that 
perfect stick and found one! 

We love the students’ passion for learning and look 
forward to it continuing throughout their lives.

Y
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r 3 Room 26 is an amazing, vibrant, Year 3 class. This 
is particularly true when we’re discovering new and 
exciting ways of looking at the world through our 
Technologies program. This can be a fun, noisy 
and messy learning area! In Technology lessons 
we are encouraged to be creative and innovative 
and to explore materials and problem solve ways 
of creating better designs. We also learn about 
Digital Technologies such as using the computer to 
communicate ideas and information safely. This year 
we have made some exciting and creative projects. 
We’d like to share some of the great times we’ve had. 

In Term 1, we produced a booklet called “It’s All About 
Me”. This was our first Technologies challenge to start 
the year. As you can imagine, we had no trouble writing 
about ourselves! We are very proud to say we have 
done a fantastic job learning new computer skills. We 
can now confidently copy and paste text and images 
from the internet into a word document, change fonts, 
size and colour, create tables such as a timetable and 
include graphics to support our information. Some of 
us can even reference our material. One very important 
life skill, Mrs Hogg nags us about, oops, we mean 
encourages us to do, is to become very clever typists 
using all 10 fingers. To improve, all we need to do is 
continue using the free internet site called Typing Club 
at home. In Term 1, we were also asked to investigate, 

design and make a traditional Thai house, Buddhist 
temple or Musical instrument. We can’t begin to tell 
you the fun we had when we were given a whole day 
to make our incredible creations in class. We won’t 
mention the mess!

During Term 2, we learnt how to produce a Power-
point as part of our Olden Days project. Some 
amazing computer skills were displayed during our 
oral presentations. Even our teachers said they were, 
“blown away”! We also learned how to use a USB 
thumb drive and how to safely eject these from the 
computer.

In Term 3, we integrated our Indigenous Studies with 
Technology and had the task of researching information 
about toolmaking by some Australian Indigenous 

Technology Games
Year 3, Room 26, Mrs Kalebic & Mrs Hogg



This term we made damper with our buddies from Year 
6, Mrs Gillies’ class.

Our class has been studying Aboriginal Culture. We 
have learnt a lot about the Nyoongar culture and 
how they lived. Our class learnt about things such as 
European settlement, Aboriginal way of life, dreamtime 
stories, corroborees, hunting, dot art painting, 
aboriginal campsites, the six Aboriginal seasons, tools, 

weapons, shelter, bush 
medicine, wooden 
carvings, Aboriginal 
names of places, Uluru, 
different Aboriginal 
languages and tribes, 
native animals and 
plants, cave drawings 
and what the Aboriginal 
people used for food.

Damper was a typical 
food which the 
Aboriginals made and 
ate. We used wheat 
flour to make our 
damper. The Aboriginal 

people did not use wheat flour to make their damper. 
They ground down the seeds of the woolly butt plant 
to make their flour. We baked our damper in an electric 
oven but the Aboriginals cooked the damper in the 
smoking coals of a fire. Damper gets its name from 
when the Aboriginals put water on the hot coals of the 
fire to dampen them. 

Delicious Damper
Year 3, Room 12, Mrs Williams
Y
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In Term 3 students from Room 36 have been learning 
about the importance of country and place to 
Indigenous Australians. As part of our class focus we 
have been listening to and reading Dreamtime Stories,  
to explain how land, people, animals and plants came 
to be. We participated in an energetic walk to Lake 
Monger, where we focused on the history of the area. 
We experienced a fun morning, where we sketched 
local wildlife, researched the wetlands, had morning tea 
and walked back to school. Everyone had an amazing 
time! During the afternoon we wrote stories about 
our adventures and we designed and dot painted 
boomerangs and rainbow serpents. 

Our colourful class backdrop featuring “The Rainbow 
Serpent “was painted by our resident artist the amazing 
“Marty Ziebell”, Finley’s Dad. Thanks Mr Ziebell!

Indigenous Studies
Year 3, Room 36, Mrs Breen & Mrs Hogg The Harbeck Library has had a highly successful year 

circulating over 30,000 books by the end of October 
and cataloguing over 12,000 resources for staff 
and student use. WOW! Wonderful parent helpers 
and dedicated library staff make this possible.  The 
Harbeck Library is the 
hub of the school. It is the 
home of School Banking; 
a highly successful after 
school computer club, 
and OSCA during the 
holidays. 

The 2015  Book Week 
theme: ‘ Books Light 
Up Our Lives’ saw our 
Library host a Book Week 
Poster Competition with 
winners Daniel from Y4 
and Elizabeth from PP; 
and a Giant Book Swap. Students brought in books 
from home for a voucher that allowed them to select 
a new book. The Year 6 library monitors worked 
tirelessly throughout recess and lunch to make this the 
most successful Book Swap ever.  Of course the week 
concluded with a book character dress-up parade on 
the tiger-turf. All for the love of books and the joy of 
reading!

Library

Our damper was very delicious and tasted like a 
scone. Some of us added butter and jam to make it 
even tastier.

Maybe you would like to try making your own damper. 
Here is our recipe:

Damper
450g (3 cups) self-raising flour
Pinch of salt
80g butter, chilled (cut into cubes)
¾ cup of water (plus a bit extra if damper dough too 
dry)

1. Preheat oven to 200ºC. Line a baking tray with 
non-stick baking paper. Combine the flour and 
salt in a large bowl. Use your fingertips to rub the 
butter into the flour until the mixture looks like fine 
breadcrumbs.

2. Add the water to the flour mixture and use a 
round-bladed knife in a cutting motion to mix until 
the mixture just comes together, adding extra 
water if the mixture is too dry. Use your hands to 
bring the mixture together.

3. Turn the dough onto a lightly floured surface and 
knead gently for 1-2 minutes or until smooth. 
Shape into an 18cm disc and place on tray. 

4. Use a sharp knife that has been dipped in flour 
to mark 8 wedges on top. Bake in preheated 
oven for 30 minutes or until the damper is cooked 
through and sounds hollow when tapped on the 
base. Transfer to a wire rack for 5 minutes to cool 
slightly. Serve warm or at room temperature (not 
cold!).

Library
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Bike education is fun, educational and healthy. You ride 
in a load of fun activities. You learn a lot of safety rules 
and you do road safety tasks. It may seem boring, but 
it’s a load of fun. They tell you a lot of tips about cycling 
and how to adjust your seat and your helmet. There 
were 2 lessons. The first is more about road safety 
tasks and the second you had a task where you rode 
around the track and had to follow the road safety rules 
and again it may seem boring, but it’s a load of fun. 
Bike education was my favourite subject that we’ve 
done.  

This year Mrs Jackson-Hooper has been teaching 
drama to Year 4. She’s a great teacher and lots of 
fun! Everyone’s really enjoyed the lessons we have 
spent with her! Every lesson is fun and you learn 

heaps! Some of the wide range of activities we do are 
speaking, performances, movement and many more 
fun things! It was a great thing to do, and one of my 
favourite things all year! I’m sure some people are 
thinking of starting drama now they know how much 
fun it is! Drama with her has been great and I hope we 
can do it again!

This is what Room 34 students had to say about their 
excursion to Scitech:

I liked the cycling game, two people had to pedal on 
two different bikes and it was a race. Emerson

We went into the Planetarium where we learnt how 
astronauts train underwater. Maia

We were so amazingly lucky to see these absolutely 
adorable chicks hatching. Amelie

We got to watch the glow show and I found out that 
there is light almost everywhere, even on your clothes, 
but sometimes you just can’t see it. Chloe

The balloons had different gases in them so when 
they popped they had different coloured fire, it was 
amazing. Owen

We looked at all the stars and planets and saw lots of 
constellations. Bella

The robot could do funny expressions and I kept on 
wondering how the hovercraft moved. Maddie

I liked the taxi driver who says “are you talking to 
me, are you talking to me, well who the heck are you 
talking to!” Kyle

In the room about air I had a look at how yachts work. 
Shae

Scitech Excursion
Year 4, Room 34, Mrs Sturgeon

Drama & Bike Education
Year 4, Room 31, Mrs Fletcher

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths, and then there is STEAM with the A 
for Arts as all STEM work should have an aesthetic 
component. In 2015 Mount Hawthorn was honoured 
with an invitation to join the Premier’s initiative 
for schools. Mount Hawthorn now has a STEAM 
committee with representatives from each discipline 
and Bruce Webber our School scientist from the 
CSIRO. Programs commenced with a HOTSHOT 
group (HOT for Higher Order Thinking), entering the 
ENGQUEST challenge. This is a series of engineering 
challenges designed for primary schools and creating 
interest and enthusiasm for engineering. 

HOT SHOT teams from each class came together to 
investigate bridge construction and design and build a 
straw bridge to hold a 140g weight. There was a cost 
component as each resource used had a price, and 
an ARTS aesthetic component as well. All teams met 
the brief for weight-bearing but with costs ranging from 
$300 00 to over $1,000,000.

All students thoroughly enjoyed the ENGQUEST and 
the winners from Year 6 were Sam Evans, Estelle 
Gomersall and Erin Young.  

In December all Year 3-4-5 students are participating 
in a STEAM project, building a house lantern for the 
opening of the Festival of Perth 2016.

STEM
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The students had to then do an oral presentation in 
front of the class which they all enjoyed. A fantastic 
effort was made by all students.

evening in May with all the Year 6 Students. We all 
had pizza, pasta, garlic bread and gelato. We ordered 
things in Italian saying, “Posso prendere una coca-
cola?” (Can I please have a coca-cola?). We also 
got dressed up in fancy evening wear - it was an 
unforgettable night!

Elisa was our Language Assistant for Term 3. She 
was great as she helped us with our pronunciation. 
She was also good at assisting us with our Scuola 
Assignment, sharing her experience of school life in 
Italy. School sounds so much harder over there!

We also made pasta! All we can say is that it was the 
best pasta ever! Francesca, our pasta expert, showed 
us step by step how to do it and my Dad was so 
impressed he even bought a pasta making machine! It 
is super easy to make.

In July, an actor by the name of Christof, came to 
our school and did a circus performance. It was 
entertaining, funny and exciting! Christof balanced 
spinning plates on long and thin sticks and did some 
super funny jokes - we even understood him when he 
spoke in Italian. He was also good at doing different 
accents. It was totally worth seeing!

I think all these things have improved our Italian by 
making us to learn in a fun and interesting way. We 
think that everyone would agree with us that Italian 
is one of the best subjects ever. Hannah and Lochie. 
Year 6

In the lead up to Book Week the Year 4 students were 
assigned a reading homework task that was to create 
a ‘’Paper Bag Talk’’.

The Year 4 students had to select a novel to read and 
prepare a talk to convince other students to want to 
read their book.

The students had to prepare notes based on the novel. 
For example: To provide an outline of the plot, details 
about the characters, the author, the illustrator and 
why they would recommend reading the novel.

One of the tasks was to find or create five objects to 
place in the paper bag that related to the story and 
justify how the objects linked to the novel.

The last task was to decorate a paper bag to reflect 
the novel. There were many very creative drawings 
and collages that were on display in all the Year 4 
classrooms.

Paper Bag Talk
Year 4, Room 24, Mrs Jesson
Y
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Italian
Signora Monisse, Italian Specialist
It has been another productive year in Italian with 
students participating in lots of fun and exciting events 
while at the same time, improving their comprehension 
and fluency. Our annual Year 6 dinner at Siena’s 
Ristorante in Leederville took place early in the year 
with students showcasing their high standard of 
restaurant vocabulary with the Italian waiters. In June, 
several Year 3 and 4 students participated in the 
inaugural Languages Expo at Mount Lawley Senior 
High School. They performed the energetic “Tarantella” 
which is an Italian folk dance wearing traditional 
national costumes. Our Year 6 students also created 
a magnificent display at the Expo of Venetian masks 
which are typically worn when celebrating the festival 
“Carnevale”.

In early Term 3, students witnessed a spectacular 
“Commedia Dell’Arte” performance, by Christof, a 
theatre performer from Melbourne. Christof based his 
one-man show on the improvised Italian comedy of 
the sixteenth century and students were introduced to 
the characters of Arlecchino, Pulcinella and Pantalone. 
In Term 3, we also welcomed our Language Assistant 
Elisa Giannoni from the Università Cattolica in Milan. 
With the assistance of Elisa, students were able to 
concentrate on their aural comprehension, improve 
their pronunciation and gain a fascinating insight into 
contemporary Italy. Finally, students participated in the 
ever popular cooking classes. This year students learnt 
how to make pasta from scratch and also made how 
to make buonissima Italian pizza. Congratulazioni to 
our hardworking students for a pleasing and rewarding 
year!

Italian Student Report
We have all loved Italian the year doing fun things 
such as pasta making, a circus performance, going to 
Siena’s for dinner and making chocolate balls. It has 
helped having the best Italian teacher, Signora Monisse 
and our wonderful Language Assistant, Elisa from 
Milan. Italian has just been awesome!

We really enjoyed going out to Siena’s for dinner one 

Italian



Well, what a day we had! Year 5 were lucky enough 
to go to the amazing East Perth Cemetery and the 
wonderful Peninsula Farm.

At the East Perth Cemetery we were escorted by a 
lovely tour guide, and were given a quick talk about 
housekeeping and special landmarks. After the tour 
of the cemetery, we were split into groups and were 
given a specific type of grave we were to search 
for. After we had done that, we thanked the tour 
guide, and were whisked off by the bus to our next 
destination.

When we got to Peninsula Farm, we had a quick lunch 
while listening to another tour guide. Again, we split 
into groups and set off to different parts of the house. 
My group were sent off to the shed, where they kept 
tools and weighed things. We learnt about pounds 
and how to weigh things in those days. After, we 
looked at different parts of the house. Then, to finish 
the day off, we drew beautiful pictures of the farm. 
What a wonderful way to finish the day! by Hannah

East Perth Cemetery
Year 5, Room 38, Mr Thompson

Room 35 Year 5 enjoyed the recycling because it 
put an environmental side on our education. We also 
enjoyed doing the recycling, as it helped everyone out. 
Each classroom throughout the school has a recycling 
box for all paper products.

Every week on Friday we 
went to our allocated class 
and collected the recycling 
boxes. We then went down 
and emptied the boxes into 
the large recycling bin and 
put the bins back in the 
classes. There were other 
jobs as well, like taking 
shredded paper to the Pre-
primaries who feed it to the 
worms. 

We found it made us 
see how much recycling can be done when people 
put their mind to it, which we found was a lot. The 
recycling program is great, as otherwise all of the 
paper would end up in the rubbish bin and eventually 
in landfill. If the school hadn’t spent money and time 
on special recycling boxes for each class, all this 
paper would never be given a second chance and 
used as recycled products. It was exciting to know we 
were helping the school and classes. 

The recycling boxes are an amazing idea! Kate

During third term this year the Year 5 students 
participated in a bicycle education programme under 
the expert guidance of Mr Mike Slee. An enthusiastic 
and experienced cyclist, Mike talked to the boys and 
girls of the environmental and cost benefits of riding a 
bike versus using a motor vehicle.

Mike stressed the need for the correct sized helmet to 
be worn and ensure 
the handle bars and 
seat of the bike are 
set the correct height. 
Basic maintenance of 
brakes and tyres were 
also highlighted.

The children 
particularly enjoyed 
getting on their bikes 
and participating in 
the practical activities 
of the programme 
including emergency 

stopping and developing their peripheral vision and 
being aware of other cyclists.

Bicycle Education
Year 5, Room 39, Mr Gryta

Recycling Boxes
Year 5, Room 35, Mr McKenzie
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This year was the introduction of using tablets in 
Year 5 in the classroom. I think that the tablets have 
revolutionised learning. They provide a whole new level 
of learning.

Parents, if you’re sick of hearing your child saying, “I 
want to use your computer,” fear not! These amazing 
devices are here to help. It makes all learning a breeze 
in the classroom and at home. They have given us a 
new side of learning in this new era of technology.

It also prepares for the journey into high school. It’s just 
makes everything easier and advances the students. 
This helps 3 people; the teacher, the student and the 
parent.

Programs such as “Edmodo”, “Spelling City” Tables 
apps, completing viewing activities in history and 
science, Italian apps like “Duolingo”, which is now 
used to help students with learning Italian and even 
notifies the student when to practise. It’s truly amazing!  
These are just a few things we used them for this year. 
Students also used slides to do news presentations 
and slide shows.

They have increased our learning capabilities. Children 
can even read books on their tablets I wrote this 
article using a tablet. They get a huge tick from all the 
students! by Lock

Tablet Program
Year 5, Room 35, Mr McKenzie
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The Year 5 children excelled as actors and actresses 
as they went through their paces on stage under 
the guidance of Mrs Jackson-Hooper, their drama 
teacher. She introduced the children to drama and 
theatre terminology, breathing exercises and speaking 
lines using different moods. Children were particularly 
creative at innovating scenes and improvising with a 
simple prop.

It would not be a surprise to hear of some of the Year 
5 students one day in the years to come to be treading 
the boards on the big stage.

Drama for Year 5
Year 5, Room 39, Mr Gryta

Our P&C
Tim Swart, P&C President

The Mount Hawthorn Primary School Parents and 
Citizens Inc. is the voluntary organisation that operates 
school canteen and uniform services, coordinates 
fundraising and community events and provides 
support for projects that complement the running 
of the school campuses. Our P&C forms part of a 
wider school community of parent liaisons, School 
Board, administrators, teaching staff and students that 
work towards adding value to the students’ school 
experience.

Like all community groups, we rely on the innovation 
and drive that comes from a fresh perspective. 
Certainly the 2015 Quiz Night has been a great 
example, with a group of new parents taking the 
event by the reins and delivering successful social and 
fundraising windfall.

Snapshot of 2015

• The P&C had elected office bearers in all roles 
throughout 2015

• The Executive Committee had 10 members 
(excluding the school Principals)

• Convenors were assigned to all areas with the 
exception of Safety House and Grounds

• P&C employed 6 casual staff in canteen (3), 
uniform shop (2) and bookkeeping (1)

• The School Fair generated $44K contribution for 
the school 

• $35K provided for curriculum support, $15K 
grounds projects, 

• $15K has been committed to canteen 
improvements in January 2016 

• Canteen achieved a break even point outcome 
on $90K turnover YTD

• Uniform Shop achieved a small operating 
contribution on $60K turnover YTD

• The final stage of The Friendship Garden being 
completed by term 4

Our Canteen services 700+ kids over an extended 
lunch period.  The Canteen team have done a splendid 
job servicing the large turnover across the counter 
and through ‘Our Online Canteen’. Sarah Wiggett and 
team have done fantastic job achieving the operating 
principles of the canteen both financially and on the 
menu.

The P&C commitment to staffing the uniform shop 
for 2015 has been warranted. Both Kat and Carmela 
are have ensured the shop has serviced children (and 
parents) throughout the year for lost hats, jumpers, 
worn shirts etc. They are both preparing for yet 
another big year in 2016 as the school population 
continues to go north.

We are an IPS school and a very good one. 
Sometimes, there is a presumption that fundraising 
may be a “safety net” for areas no longer part of 
school budgets. Its actually not the case and the P&C 
wants to acknowledge the combined energies of 
volunteers provided to support Scholastic Book Club, 
school banking and parent driven activities (the Fair 
amongst them) which enrich the school community.

Claudia Elkington took over the reins in the 
bookkeeping for 2015 and provided great assistance 
to our core operations and guidance to Shari 
McKeown in reconciling the Fair.

It was Shari’s third fair and it was wonderful event. The 
P&C have been very fortunate that she has led these 
events with such dedication and a very individual 
sense of fun! Each fair season brings new stalls and 
a different take on the festival. The P&C ran a short 
survey following the event which recognises the 
success of the event this year and will be a planning 
tool for Fairs to come.

I expect that in 2016 our P&C will need some 
rejuvenation. There will be a few positions on the 
Executive that will require replacement, including mine. 
For those stepping forward to take the lead you will 
find the P&C in good health and, like the students 
Mount Hawthorn, an ‘open book’ of opportunity. 

Our school community is not averse to trying new 
things and the General P&C meeting is the basis for 
that decision making. I encourage you all to come 
along to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
Monday 22 February 2016 and take the Mount 
Hawthorn P&C into a new era.

Finally, a big thank you to the tremendous work of the 
teachers and support staff at both Ed Support and the 
Primary School to educate, care for and mentor our 
children.

A safe and happy holiday season to all.

P
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Western Australian Literacy and Numeracy Testing 2015
In 2015 the NAPLAN testing took place for all Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students throughout Australia. The tables below 
indicate the 2015 NAPLAN testing results in Reading, Punctuation & Grammar, Spelling, Writing and Numeracy. 
As Year 7 students were relocated to Government High Schools commencing 2015, NAPLAN results are 
provided for only 54 former students.,

Performance growth comparisons of students from Year 3 to 5, from Year 5 to 7 is based on student matching 
rather than cohort matching and like-school comparisons are based on the SEI (Socio Economic Index). The SEI 
is an index of socio-economic disadvantage and has five dimensions - education, occupation, Aboriginality, family 
income and single parent family.

Proficiency Bands

Test results are reported on a scale from Band 1 to Band 10.  The achievement scale represents increasing levels 
of skills and understandings.

In Year 3, Band 2 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 3 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

6-10 26% 38% 14% 41% 47% 24% 19% 27% 11% 25% 42% 20% 38% 54% 27%

5 24% 24% 17% 20% 22% 18% 42% 46% 34% 28% 27% 22% 21% 22% 19%

4 22% 20% 23% 16% 17% 21% 22% 20% 25% 19% 21% 23% 25% 13% 23%

3 16% 12% 24% 21% 11% 21% 14% 6% 19% 16% 7% 14% 13% 7% 14%

2 11% 4% 15% 0% 2% 8% 3% 1% 6% 7% 5% 15% 1% 3% 10%

1 1% 1% 7% 2% 1% 9% 1% 0% 5% 3% 0% 7% 1% 1% 8%

In Year 5, Band 4 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 

YEAR 5 
RESULTS
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

8-10 19% 27% 9% 22% 25% 12% 4% 10% 4% 7% 20% 8% 24% 33% 14%

7 20% 24% 15% 33% 31% 18% 19% 23% 12% 29% 34% 23% 32% 25% 17%

6 39% 28% 24% 19% 25% 21% 39% 37% 27% 31% 25% 26% 21% 21% 20%

5 15% 15% 27% 21% 12% 22% 33% 24% 36% 26% 17% 36% 16% 14% 24%

4 6% 4% 20% 5% 5% 19% 4% 4% 11% 4% 4% 11% 5% 5% 13%

1-3 0% 1% 5% 0% 1% 8% 2% 2% 11% 2% 2% 11% 2% 2% 11%

In Year 7, Band 5 represents the national minimum standard for this year level. 
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YEAR 6 

STUDENTS 
RESULTS S
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PROFICIENCY 
BAND

NUMBER READING WRITING SPELLING PUNCTUATION

9-10 22% 8% 12% 8% 2% 3% 8% 7% 10% 11%

8 27% 13% 25% 16% 14% 11% 35% 23% 25% 15%

7 33% 25% 31% 24% 39% 19% 35% 27% 31% 21%

6 14% 30% 22% 29% 33% 27% 18% 21% 22% 26%

5 4% 22% 10% 19% 10% 24% 0% 11% 10% 14%

1-4 0% 3% 0% 5% 2% 16% 4% 11% 2% 13%
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Schools within WA have been able to compare report grades with Like Schools, District and Statewide report 
grades. We collected, analysed and used quality student performance information to enable teachers to 
moderate student achievements with all primary students in Semester 1. In all learning areas and all year levels 
MHPS compared favourably to other schools. This information could also be compared with NAPLAN results of 
similar schools. Further information regarding the graphs will be available in 2016 using Semester 2 2015 report 
information. 

Grade Distribution

2015 was the first year that Year 6 students were the 
leaders of the school as Government High schools in 
WA had their first intake of Year 7 students in 2015.

81 Year 6 students graduated from Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School, ready to move into various high 
schools in 2016. 67 of those will attend a Government 
High School in 2016. 

55 students will attend Churchlands SHS, 7 will go to 
Mount Lawley SHS, 3 to Perth Modern School and 2 
to Shenton College.

Destination High Schools

Current staffing allocations for the MHPS are detailed 
in the table below. 

Staff Allocation

National Reporting Requirements

NO. FTE

ADMINISTRATION STAFF

Principals 1 1.0

Deputy Principals 4 2.3

Total Administration 5 3.3

TEACHING STAFF

Level 3 teachers 5 4.5

Teachers 46 33.7

Total Teaching Staff 51 38.2

SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF

Clerical/Administrative 6 3.6

Gardening Maintenance 1 0.5

Other non-teaching staff 17 13.3

Total school support staff 24 17.4

TOTAL 80 58.9

All the teaching staff meet the requirements to teach in 
Western Australian schools and are registered with the 
Western Australian College of teaching.

Staff Qualifications

All teaching staff have engaged in professional learning 
linked to the system priorities and school priorities 
included: 

• Australian Curriculum – Maths, Science, History, 
English

• Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF)
• Medical Anaphylaxis and Epilepsy
• Electronic Whiteboards
• ICT
• GROWTH Coaching

Staff Professional Learning

The attendance rates for this year are not available 
until the conclusion of the school year. Further 
information regarding this data will be available on the 
school website Term 1 2016. 

Student Attendance Rates
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The excursion to Kings Park was a great way to 
cement new and old friendships through teamwork,  
trust, memory, hands on work and skill. Year 6 
students were split into mini groups to start with, 
completing trust activities and simple acrobats “I was 
scared at first” says Connie “because I didn’t know 
if I could trust them but at the end I wanted to do it 
again” 

Next boys and girls were mixed up and then formed 
into bigger groups and completed teamwork activities 
such as the Spider Web (a string web that your team 
has to go through without touching).After this we tried 
to get our whole team on a same small platform (trust 
me we tried lots of strategies!) We also played a game 
called Minefield when you were blindfolded and led 

through a minefield of cones.

We had our lunch sitting under the big trees that 
surrounded us, then went down to the kiosk for an ice 
cream. To finish the day off we kept on doing activities 
and games that were chosen by the group. At the end 
of the day the groups joined forces and competed in 
an ultimate tug of war. Who won? I suspect everyone 
thinks they did! by Patrick

Y
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In Term 3, the Year 6 students of Mount Hawthorn 
Primary School had a whole day excursion at WA’s 
Parliament House. We learnt about our democratic 
system, from voting to how a bill is passed. We had a 
mock Electoral Office and voted on what was the best 
chocolate bar, the result was the tasty Mars Bar.

Taking a tour of parliament house we learnt interesting 
facts; like the fact that New Zealand almost became 
part of Australia and WA was the last state to join in 
the Australian democracy. We also learned that the 
Upper Houses seats are the wrong colour! Apparently 
when Parliament House was built they couldn’t raise 
finances to finish to the plan so bought the seats to 
use for a while before they changed the colour. They 
never have!! Not only that but the original plan for 
Parliament House wasn’t the same as what we have 
now. Finances dictated that the plan was changed. To 
extend our knowledge further we participated in a role 
play in the Lower House of Parliament, sitting in the 
seats of our politicians. 

Because it was the 800th anniversary of the Magna 
Carta we learnt some interesting facts about it such as 
it wasn’t signed by King John, it was given the royal 
stamp of approval! Historians don’t even know if King 
John could read! We learnt all day, except for lunch, 
which was tasty, but the thing is, it wasn’t boring, it 
was quite fun and Parliament House as building is quite 
beautiful, actually.

Parliament House
Year 6, Mrs Gillies, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

Kings Park Team Building
Year 6, Mrs Gillies, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

In Term 3, the Year 6s were lucky enough to take 
time out of their school work to participate in either 
soccer, netball, modcross, or football. Every Friday, 
after lunch, we went to either Menzies park, or other 
school grounds, to train or play games against other 
schools. Then, on July 2, we participated in a day long 
inter-school sports carnival, where we played against 
three other schools in an all day tournament. It was 
exhausting but a great day was had by all. 

Inter-school sports provided a great opportunity for 
making new friends, and learning how to play a new 
sport. Mount Hawthorn won the soccer tournament 
and performed very well in all the other sports as well.

by Josie

Winter Sport
Year 6, Mrs Gillies, Mr Lawrence & Miss French



Year 6 camp was tremendous fun.  We went to 
Woodman Point Recreation Camp and spent 3 days 
and 2 nights there.  We were put into 4 activity groups.  
The activities that we experienced included; Vertical 
Challenges, Flying Fox, Rock Climbing, Archery, 
Extreme Sports, a beach walk and Escape from 
Quarantine.  

Flying Fox was by far my favourite, we put on 
a harness and a helmet, climbed about half the 
way up a tall building, put on a really strong rope 
connected to the flying fox and jumped off.  It was 
so exhilarating!!! I felt like I was flying. I got to go on 
it 4 times. We also really enjoyed extreme sports. We 
got to play a whole heap of different mini games like, 
golden child and zombie tag. The group I was in did 
extreme sports in the evening, which was the best 
time since it was not too hot, not too cold. On the 
beach walk we had lots of fun, I found 2 starfish and 
took a video on my camera.  I definitely wish I packed 
shorts because the weather was so beautiful. All in all 
it was really fun.

Year 6 Camp
Year 6, Mrs Gillies, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

Y
ear 6

Science rocks at Mount Hawthorn! 6 of our Year 6 
students participated in the annual Scitech Brainstorm 
Challenge in October. In teams of 3 they competed 
against 34 other teams from public and private schools 
around the state. They completed four challenges that 
included a chemistry challenge, flight challenge, space 
challenge and engineering challenge as well as a bonus 
physics quiz. The students that attended loved all of 
the scientific activities, learnt a lot and had loads of fun 
in the process. We are very proud to say that our team 
called “The Electrics” that consisted of Sophie Ivulich, 
Neve Glynn and Kate Nahajaski  won first place on the 
day and our second team “The Electrons”, consisting 
of Patrick Gleeson, Jacob Shurmer and Koby Emslie 
got third place. What an achievement! We also had 
several children attend the event on a different day with 
PEAC teams and one of our students, Ariel Carter was 
part of the team that took second place on the day. A 
wonderful win for Mount Hawthorn and for Science.

Scitech Brainstorm Challenge
Year 6, Mrs Gillies, Mr Lawrence & Miss French

I would like to thank Woodman Point Recreation 
Camp, the teachers and especially the parents, for 
letting us go to camp and helping us get ready. It 
was a wonderful experience that I will remember for 
forever. I would go back to camp in a heartbeat. Erin
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rt The Faction swimming carnival is held every year in first 
term hosted at HBF Stadium. There are four factions 
that compete in this event which are made up of Year 
4-6 students. Each student swimming hard for their 
faction which lead to some fantastic results!

In preparation for the carnival, Year 4-6 had swimming 
lessons at Beatty Park Leisure centre. In between the 
lessons we had time trials to organise us into divisions.

This year Shakespeare brought home the trophy with 
their big win and Axford winning the ‘Bonus Point 
Shield.’ The day was lots of fun, there was some well 
deserved champions in the pool, swimming hard for 
their faction! They got awarded for their hard work with 
a medal.

Faction Swimming Carnival

After the swimming carnival we had to prepare for 
Interschool. We had morning and afternoon training at 
Beatty Park and at Tuart Hill pool. We were coached 
hard by Mrs Townsend and Mrs Putt. We also had 
assistance by the Tuart Hill coach. Their knowledge of 
swimming really helped us in the pool to improve our 
swimming.

Interschool came and all that training paid off as we 
WON! It was a great effort by each and every individual 
who participated in the event. We all had so much fun 
cheering and swimming hard against the other schools 
being good sports and fantastic swimmers.

Congratulations to all the swimmers. 

Hope you are all looking forward to next year’s 
swimming and are practising at your local swim club! 
by Emma

Interschool Swimming Carnival
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These paragraphs are short but certainly special as 
they sum up Faction Carnival Day 2015 as one of the 
best days of the year and really highlight the amount 
of community and school spirit MHPS really has. 
Faction Day is one of the most anticipated days of the 

year as Menzies, 
Braithwaite, Axford 
and Shakespeare 
prepare to cheer as 
loudly as they can 
and run as fast as 
they can, and these 
preparations were 
certainly displayed 
at the 2015 
carnival.

The day began as 
the starting gun 
fired for the first 
race of the day, 
the flat races. The 
factions cheered 
as loudly as they 

possibly could as the runners passed the finish line 
and the place winners took their spots on the podium. 
This part of the day is when you really get to hear the 
passion and see the friendly competitiveness of our 
school. 

The sense of community was unbelievable as the 
parents and spectators cheered loudly as the events 
of the day unfolded. One of the best parts about 
the school faction day is the number of parents and 
community members who give up their time to come 
and support the factions as they give it their all to 
achieve the dream of every faction - winning the 
carnival.

Zumba was a real highlight of the day as the whole 
school can take part and create an incredible display 

of dancing red, white, green and blue. The dances 
were recognised as soon as the music started playing 
and Miss French took her spot in front of the whole 
school and showed us how to do it.

As the last Zumba dance of the day wrapped up 
nerves showed through all the competitors because 
this last event, the Grand Relay, has the fastest runner 
from every faction and grade come together to battle it 
out in the hope of winning the biggest event of the day. 
This year Menzies won the Grand Relay and the entire 
faction went crazy and chanted their best cheers, 
celebrating their great win. Braithwaite also had a great 
win at the end of the race because even though they 
were far behind they ran their hardest to finish the race. 

As the day drew to a close Shakespeare came in 
first, Menzies second with the bonus points shield, 
Braithwaite third and Axford last but certainly not least. 
This year the Year 6s were sad but happy to participate 
in their last faction carnival of primary school. We all left 
proud to be part of such a great faction and will always 
remember our carnival days.  

Every faction was amazing and should be very proud 
of their efforts. Mr Mackesey will always be the best 
organizer and top judge of the day! by Molly

Faction Athletics Carnival

This year I was lucky enough to be selected to be a 
part of the Interschool Athletics Carnival. I had never 
been to this carnival day before and was very excited 
to go. When I lined up in the morning with my fellow 
classmates we all applied yellow and green zinc to get 
into the team spirit, we all looked crazy but nobody 
cared. The day started with long jump and then went 
into sprints, then team games, we ended with the 

Interschool Athletics Carnival
grand relays. Mount Hawthorn didn’t go too well we 
ended up placing 6th out of 7 over all! We were all a 
bit disappointed but didn’t let that shake our spirit. 
We all hopped on the bus and sang team chants and 
songs the whole way back to school. I would definitely 
participate in Interschool again. It was a fun and 
enjoyable day, ask anyone who went and they will tell 
you the same. by Katie
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On 16 August, I pulled on my band shirt and black jazz 
pants. I hopped to the car (having twisted my foot the 
day before). As the band entered the Concert Hall we 
were dazzled by the bright lights shining from above.

I looked up at the seats to see some very strict looking 
judges. I played my best and enjoyed the concert 
immensely. by Rebecca, Year 6

Band Festival

This year our school made a large contribution to the 
WA Government Music Society’s Crown concert. 
The night was a huge success and made us as a 
primary school look pretty amazing. The Mt Hawthorn 
Orchestra opened the show with the National Anthem 
followed by spectacular performances of Midnight 
Serenade, Dark Train and The Elves Toyshop. The 
choir, The Hawthorn Hummers performed three songs 
from the outstanding Broadway musical, Matilda. 
They performed a cheeky, cute vocal of Naughty, 
When I Grow Up with soloists Harrison and Hannah 

Crown Concert
Mrs Hardman, Music Specialist

This term in Junior Music with Mrs Smart, we have 
been learning about how music can affect our feelings. 
We have discovered how some music is uplifting and 
makes us want to get up and dance, while different 
music can make us relaxed or thoughtful.  We have 
discovered how music can even have a positive impact 
on our creativity! During a recent music lesson we 
made ourselves comfortable, closed our eyes and 
listened to the song “My Island Home” by Christine 
Anu, while painting a picture in our minds. We then 
transferred this to paper, by sketching while listening to 
the song again. What brilliant results! We all agreed that 

Junior Music

This year in music the 
activity I liked the most 
was writing our own music 
and performing in front of 
the class. If in high school 
I had to write some music, 
this would come in handy 
and it was really fun to 
listen to other people’s 
performances. by Blake, 
Year 6

Year 6 Composers
From 20 to 21 July, all the new and old band and 
orchestra students from Mt Hawthorn and surrounding 
schools, converged at a single spot, The Ern Halliday 
Recreation Camp. For two days and one night, we 
had a music camp of epic proportions which included 
eating, fun, rehearsing, more eating, Rock Quiz, more 
eating, activities and performing. Thanks to the parents 
who organised this awesome camp! by Patrick, Year 6

Music Camp

music really can alter our emotions and stimulate our 
creativity, as Tamsin’s and Jasher’s fabulous sketches 
show.

and finished with a cool song, Revolting Children. 
There were also five soloists Zoe Edwards and Caitlin 
Adriansz performing vocal solos and Ben Buchanan 
on cello, Stephen Phipps on saxophone and Patrick 
Gleeson on flute. They were amazing.

There were also three performances by previous Mt 
Hawthorn students Rosie Dagless, Annabelle Gleeson 
and Hannah and Clancy Davidson.

It was a night to remember and we can’t wait for next 
year’s concert. by Caitlin, Year 6


